
July 31, 1970It has been called to the 

attention of the w riter th at1 
Dr. G. C. Law ren ce was the 

ow ner and operator of the 
first snowm obile in Lindsay 

and district. A  co-builder of 

the contraption was Jack 

Richardson, who at the tim e 

was ow ner of the C entral 

G arage at the corner o f Lind­

say and Ridout Streets. The 

m achine had plenty of p o w er 

and it plow ed over country, 

roads and through pitch holes I 

and it was also capable of 

hopping over rail fen ces and 

up snow drifted  lanes. It car­

ried Dr. Law ren ce to m any a 

farm  barn in the days w hen 

a horse and cutter could not 

m ake the trip. The heart o f 

m a n y 1 a farm er beat m ore 

rap id ly  w hen he greeted  Dr. 

Law rence, the veterin ary  emerge

 from  the buffalo  robes 

of his snowm obile in tim e to 

help deliver a calf or a pony. 

T he snowm obile was the pre­

decessor o f the Skidoo of today 

* * *

O f the m any excellen t lo d g e s,! 

resorts in the b eau tifu l H igh­

lands of H aliburton, Sir Sam ’s 

Inn is one o f the most in ter­

esting and inviting. The Inn 

at the head o f E agle L ake 

overlooks the area w hile sea 

planes ligh t and anchor in the 

calm blue w aters at the Inn 

shoreline. O thers land on the 

long cem ent air strip at the 

rear of the Inn.



T u ck  W arner, W illiam  

Street South, recalled  the hap­

py w ork days he spent at the 

Inn installing the eve troughs 

on the building “ A rt Gam ble 

and I w ere w orkin g as tin­

sm iths at B oxall and M atthie’s 

K en t Street shop w hen we 

w ere sent to H aliburton to 

w ork at the Inn, w hich was 

Sir Sam ’s sum m er home. I 

rem em ber that the big  beam s 

in the cottage cam e from  an 

arm y camp at Camp Borden, 

near Barrie. This job was one, 

I en joyed fo r I knew  Sir Sam 

ve ry  w ell. He loved a band 

and a parade, and as bands­

m en we knew  that when Sir 

Sam was on hand the band al­

w ays played Col. B ogie ’s 

M arch and the Lass o f Gow- 

rie. T h ey  w ere his favorite  
m arching tunes. . . T h ere 

was a b eau tifu l large picture 

of Sir Sam in a colorful uni­

form  at the front door of the 

Inn —  I w onder i f  it is there 

yet.”  F or the inform ation of 

Mr. W arner, the picture hangs



in a prom inent place near the  

front door of the Inn today. I
*  *  *  |

“ The Golden S lipper” ' is a 

fan cy  nam e for a dance pavilion

 and it was an ap p rop riate! 

nam e when young people o f  

that era w ere often told the: 

story o f C inderella  and the 

glass slipper.

“ The Golden S lipper” was 

the christening nam e A l. P er­

rin, a native son of Lindsay, 

gave the dance hall he erect­

ed at H aliburton, and by hav­

ing good dance bands and 
also a good ju te  box, the H ali­

burton pavilion becam e w ell 

known, and by m eans of firm  

control this particu lar hall has 

“ w eathered m any a storm ” 

and A l. is still the “ G eneral­

issim o’’.

M any readers will recall 

when A l. and his brother Jim 

had a song and dance act on 

the A cadem y T heatre stage 

m any years ago, in the d a y s  
of vaudeville- and travellin g  

road show s. The P errin  

brothers w ere  popular per­

form ers. Al. P errin  landed in 

the H ighlands o f Haliburton, 

and brother Jim join ed the 
M arks Bros, theatrical com­

pany and was w edded to A rlie  

Marks, who had a show of her 

own travellin g through the 

N ew  England states. A s tim e 

w ent on h er husband Jim Per­

rin  of Lindsay launched his 
own road show.

“ Show Business1'’ was d ealt 

a severe slap in the face with 

the introduction of the cinem a  

and silent pictures on th e  

screen, and the Perrin  - M ark' 

com bination and theatrical 

vaudeville succum bed to a 

“ natural d eath ” . The Perrins 

w ere one o f a num ber of thea­

trical brothers to leave the 
scene w ith vaudeville. Jim 

Perrin  has passed on but it is 

good to realize that Al. P errin  

has been quite successful with 

the Golden Slipper and is still 

going strong.


