
May 22, 1970Rem em ber “ Pa and Ma T illy ” ? 
H undreds of citizens in Lind­

say plus other readers abroad, 

w ell rem em ber this fine cou- 

pie. T. J. T illy was M anager 

of the Bell Telephone in the 
pioneer days of the Edison- 

B ell invention and when the 
com pany, local m anager and 

staff of “ h ello” girls and line­
men, w orked zealously and 

hard in order to render a ser­
vice entailing long hours and 

answ ering a m yriad of stupid 

questions, as well as legiti­

m ate questions of im patient 
and m any tim es rude patrons.

The early days of Tom T illy  

w ere involved w ith m any per­
plexing and tryin g problem s 

but looking backward many 

years the w onder is how well 
the B ell operated. In the old 

day's volum inous vexation 
problem s received  constant 
attention by a hard working, 

courteous a n d  conscientious 
sta ff of “ H ello” girls. The 

w onder is how they could be 

so calm, collected, cool and 
nice under so m any difficult 
and try in g  situations.

In days o f long ago T. J. 

T illy  was in the d river’s seat 

in Lindsay and he m anaged 
w ell. The B ell set up was at 

one tim e on W illiam  Street 
South, in the building now oc­
cupied by Tom  Jones Insur­

ance and J. L. Staples, Bar­
rister. The next move was to  

a building on W illiam  Street 
N orth, next to R ussell’s B ar­

ber Shop and the third m ajor 

m ove was to a new  B ell buil­

ding on the west side o f W il­
liam  Street w here Fran k Jew ­

ell was fo r  m any years the 
m anager. The next big move 

was to the new Bell B uilding 

at the corn er of W illiam  and 

Bond Street, the present head 
office.

Tom T illy  is reported  to 
have been the first p ioneer 

sum m er cottager at Snug H ar­
bor when he also had one o f  

the first m otor boats on the 
Scugog River. E very  m orning 

his was the first small boat, on 

the Scugog as he travelled  to I 
his job w ith the Bell Com-1 
pany, and these w ere also the 

days when he took his lunch 
to towrn and everyday at noon 

w alked to his boat house to! 
eat alone. Pioneer davs!



Many senior citizens will 
rem em ber the T w elve O’Clock 

Dance Club, which had regu ­
lar dances in the Town Hall, 

and when the T illy ’s w ere 

dance instructors, especially



Mrs. T illy  who taught many 

persons to waltz, two-step and 

execute the popular rye waltz. 
A  large moon at the west end 

of the hall lighted up when 

tw elve arrived and this signi­

fied the end of the dance, 
then lights out and the girl 

friend was w alked back home.

Rem em ber how the girls 

looked bright, charm ing and 

lovely in the m uslin and tulle 

dresses, a sparkler in the lat­

est coiffure, dainty dancing 

slippers and how m any of the 
young blades also invested in 
dancing s l i p p e r s  called 

“ pum ps” . Many a slipper was 
damaged when the floor was 

sprinkled with a dust powder 

which livened up the floor for 

the dancers, when even the 

clum sy male was enabled to 
m anoeuvre without continual­

ly  tram ping on the delicate 
toes of his best girl.

To m any readers these 

w ere the good old days, gone, j 
but not forgotten. !


