
Long Point is one of the 
oldest landm arks on Balsam. 
Lake and some of the pioneer 
settlers who cleared the land 
and hauled rocks and m am­
moth boulders to the centre 
of a field or dum ped them in 
a fence corner included such 
names as Haygarth, Rea, My­
ers, Stone, Staples, McNeish, 
Cunningham and Farrington, 
as well as Forman.

George Haygarth lived at 
the end of the road leading 
to the lake, a well wooded 
shoreline which was many 
years la ter purchased by Law­
yer A. M. Fulton and is today 
covered with large and beau­
tiful sum m er cottages.

The William Henry Myers 
farm  is one of the oldest and 
it is reported  that William 
H enry had to assum e com­
plete working of the property 
following the death of his 
fa th e r who was drowned when 
he fell into a hole in the ice 
when he was returning on 
foot from the village of Vic­
toria Road..

'William H enry Myers was 
an industrious and hard work­
ing farm er, was up at the 
crack of dawn and labored till 
sundown, and he had a lot to 
show fo r his effort, good 
barns, fine stock and was able 
to bank in the Victoria T rust 
and Loan Company in the 
days when his friend. John 
Magwood, a m erchant at Vic­
toria Road, became the first 
m anager of t h e  Loan Com­

pany. W m. H. Myers became 
one of the  founders and pillars 
of th e  Long Point Church, 
then held in the school house.

A bro ther of the above gen­
tlem an also had a farm  on 
the Point and la te r on started  
in the grocery business at Vic­
toria Road, and ended his 
business ca reer by operating 
a store at Argyle.

A man nam ed McNeish own

ed an adjoining farm and 
m em bers of Hie iamilv are 
still on the homestead.

The next farm on the lake 
was owned by Jos, Staples 
and some years later son 
Frank Staples built a second 
house on the farm and was 
followed by a gentleman nam ­
ed Forman a n d the la tte r’s 
son Jasper Forman, now of 
Lindsay, bought the farm  
which he cultivated for years 
and several years ago opened 
up Jasper Park., a shoreline 
today dotted with cottages. 

A nother member of the 
Staples' clan, John, a man of 
large stature was on an ad­
joining farm and later moved 
to Whitby. Frank Staples, a 
b ro ther of John, for many 
years farm ed on what, is now 
Highway 28, a few miles west 
of Peterborough.

It is in teresting to note 
that another Staples' brother, 
Clarke G. Staples, of the same 
family, forsook the farm , gra­
duated from McGiW Univer­
sity at Montreal, tau g h t1 
school for a time in Manvers) 
Township a n d  Cavan, and 
entered the business world as 
a m erchant at Victoria Road 
and la te r at Kirkfield. Later 
on this gentleman was asso­
ciated with the T urner awn­
ing and ten t m anufacturers 
at Peterborough and for a 
time operated Burtol Clean­
ers in Peterborough.

O ther pioneer farm ers on 
Long Point, included. R obert 
Staples and Miles Haygarth, 
while John Cunningham was 
the local postm aster.

For many years the Stone 
family had a small acreage on 
the Point in the days when 
the late H arry  Stone., Gover­
nor of the Lindsay jail, fro­
licked as a boy.

Long Point became a good 
grain country and was also 
noted for fine apple orchards.
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