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L INDSAY (E N S) —  The 
linking o f police quarters and 
m agistrate courts in the sam e 
building goes a long  w ay to 
destroying the im age  o f ju s 
tice, an audience w as told 
Tuesday b y  C. 0 . B ick , ch a ir 
m an o f the T oron to P o lice  
Com m ission.

Mr. B ick, born in nearby 
Cannington and educated  at 
L indsay C ollegiate Institute, 
told Kiwanians that it is w rong  
fo r  the im age o f ju stice  to 
have police  and courts linked 
in the m inds o f the public.

(At the present tim e L ind
say m agistrate 's  court is b e 
ing held at the Ontario P ro 
vincial P o l i c e  detachm ent 
building.)

“ We go a lon g  w ay to des
troying the im age o f ju stice  
by  holding court sessions in 
the sam e building housing p o 
lice  qu arters.”

The guest speaker term ed it 
“ utterly w ron g ”  and he said 
he is com p lete ly  opposed  to 
police  operating in the sam e 
building as that used fo r  court 
proceed ings.

M agistrate B ick  also had 
criticism  o f  the m anner in 
which habitual liqu or offenders 
are being dealt with.

“ This squ irrel ca g e  routine 
is degrading fo r  p o lice  o fficers  
—  they are nothing m ore  than 
street sw eepers when they are 
dealing with ch ron ic  drunk o f
fen ders .”  he said.

I f  a start is to be  m ade on 
dealing with this p rob lem , it 
has to be  from  the standpoint 
o f health, the com m ission  
chairm an said.

He indicated  that it is hoped 
this y ea r  to establish  an in
toxication  centre  to handle 
som e o f the w orst o ffenders.

“ T here is no m ore  reason 
fo r  taking an in tox ica ted  p e r 
son to. ja il than there is for 
a person found in a m entally- 
deranged  con d ition ,”  m ain
tained the speaker.

The long-ran ge hope is that 
m ore  m od em  and hum ane 
w ays w ill be  found fo r  treat
ing these people .

P ast presidents o f  the ser
v ice  c lu b  w ere hon ored  during 
the noon luncheon. A m on g
those attending w as D r. H arry 
Sharpe, m em ber  o f  the club 
when it rece iv ed  its ch arter 
in 1922.
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