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From litlle acorns large oak
trees are likely to grow. From
a large tree felled either by
human hands or by the sharp
teeth of a busv beaver across
2 small stream on the Pigeon
River in Omemee some one
bundred and twenty-five years
ago developed a large dam.
For many years ago this dam
has been part of the life of the
community and district, and as
time went on a grist mill was
built by a gentleman named
Cottingham and was operated
as ‘such for many years, Profr
Kirkconnell's history of Vie-
toria County stateg that the or-
iginal name of the village as
Williamstown, doubtless equi-
valent to “Wm. Cottingham’s
Town.” William Cottingham
was the first Reeve of the Vil
lage and aiso became the first
Warden of Victoria County,
As the years rolled by the own-
ership of the Mill was trans-
ferred to the Stephenson fam-
ily and is still operated by
George and Tim Stephenson,
The first mentioned gentleman
also served as Reeve of Ome-
mee. ‘

The old Mill functioned for
many years by means of a
huge water wheel, propelled
by water from the dam. Some
years ago this wheel was dis-
carded in favour of modern me-
chanically apparatus and re-
cently the water means of
power development was re-

aced by electricity. The above
1s but one of many interesting
historical incidents in the his-
tory of Omemee.



