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A daily newspaper editor's life is not
B Y  DOUG E N G L I S H

F a d s  com e and go.
Som e,  such as  topless b a th in g  

suits,  n ev e r  ge t  off the ground. 
Others ,  such as  the f la t  - ch e s t  
look th a t  pre va i led  in w o m en ’s 
fashions at one t im e,  don’t las t  
long. St il l  o thers ,  such as  th e 
mini-sk irt ,  show r e m a r k a b le  
stay ing  p ow er ( fo r  which I  o ffer  
h e a r t fe l t  th anks) .

T a k in g  pot-shots a t  th e news 
m ed ia  h as  b e e n  fash ion able  for 
m any y e a rs  and d o e sn ’ t show 
an y  signs of waning in p opu lar
ity .  Like gov ern m en ts ,  w e a r e  
a lw ay s  in season.

T h e r e  has  been  one en co u ra g 
ing developm ent.  M an y  org an 
izations h a v e  c o m e  to  th e co n 
c lusion t h a t  si tt ing b a c k  and 
b lasting the m edia  is fun, but 
i t  d o e sn ’t  a ccom p lish  much. 
S o o n er  o r  la te r ,  o rganizat ion s 
rea l ize  t h a t  if they want to  get 
th e i r  m e s s a g e  a c r o s s  to the  pub
l i c  o r  t o  pu blic ize  th e ir  a c t iv i 
t ie s ,  th e y  have to re ly  on. th e 
m e d ia .

M any groups have also come 
to  the Conclusion th a t  th eir  pub
lic im a g e could do with a fa c e 
lift ing and th at  the m edia  can  
do a gr e a t  deal to  help in the 
operation.  T h is  rea lizat ion  has 
spawned another fad of sorts ,  
the " c o m m u n ic a t io n ” g am e.  
E v e ry o n e ,  it se e m s ,  is  say in g  
th at  “ we’r e  not c o m m u n ic a t 
in g ,” th at  “ we need b e t te r  lines 
of co m m u n ica t io n .”

T h i s  concern  has  spawned a 
n u m ber  of panel discussions in
volving organizat ion s and rep
re sen ta t iv es  of th e news media.  
I 'v e  p art ic ipated  in a t  l e a s t  
t hr ee in re ce n t  months and 
c a m e  a w a y  l ick in g  m y  wounds. 
T h e  organizat ions wound up 
l ick ing a few wounds too. I  c a n ’t 
honestly say  th a t  th e se  sessions 
stop both sides f r o m  ex ch a n g in g  
punches but th ey  do re sult  in 
“ co m m u n ica t io n ”  and they do 
see m  m ore use fu l  th a n  aim less  
and endless carp ing .

In  c a se  you th ink th a t  n ew s
p a p e r s ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  h a v e  only

re ce nt ly  co m e under the gun, I 
offer a school b o y ’s e s s a y  which 
w as printed in a n ew sp aper in 
1910. T h e  clipping co m e s  from  a 
scrap book  owned by F o r d  Moyn
es of Lin dsay ,  a  fo r m e r  long
tim e editor of th e  Watchman-Warder

.

I t  goes l ike th is :
“ I  d o n ’t know how newspap

ers  c a m e  to be in the world and 
I  don’t th ink God knows for he 
a in ' t  got nothing to say  about 
them in th e Bib le .  I  think the 
editor is the missing link we 
read of and stayed in the bush
es until the flood and then c a m e  
out and wrote  the things up 
and has  been  here ev er  since . 
I  don’t  th ink he ev er  died. I  
n ever  saw  a dead one and n ever  
h eard  of one gett ing licked.

“ Our p ap e r  is a m ig h ty  good 
one but th e editor  goes without 
underclothes all winter and 
don’t w e a r  any s o ck s  and pa  
a in ’t paid his subscrip tion since  
the p a p e r  s tarted .  I  asked pa 
i f  th a t  w as  th e  re a so n  why th e

"unmingled
editor had to  suck the ju ice  out 
of snowballs  in w inter  and go 
to  bed when he had his shirt  
washed in th e su m m er .

“ Th e n  pa got m ad and. took 
m e out in th e  woodshed and 
kicked  m e  awful hard.  I f  the 
editor m a k es  m is tak e s ,  folks 
s a y  he  ought to be hanged; but 
if  the doctor m a k e s  any m is
ta k e s  he buries  th em  and people 
dassan t  say  nothing becau se  
they c a n ’t read and write  
Latin .

“ When the editor m a k es  m is 
ta k e s  t h e r e ’s law-suits  and 
sw ear in g  and a b ig  fuss ,  but if  
th e doctor m a k e s  one th ere  is a 
fu n e ra l ,  cut flow ers  and p er
fe c t  s i lence .  A d octor  c a n  use a 
word a  yard  long without him 
o r  anybody known’ w h at  it 
m ean s ,  but if  th e editor uses 
one  he  has to  spell it.

“ If th e d octor  goes to  see  an 
other  m a n ’s wife, he c h a r g e s  
th e  m an  for  th e  vis i t ;  but: if  
th e  editor should go. he gets a 
c h a r g e  o f  buckshot .  Any college
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can  h av e  a  doctor to  order,  but 
an editor has  to  b e  b o rn .”

H e r e ’s an oth er  clipping from  
M r.  M o y n es ’ scrapbook ,  dated  
1909:

“ If an ed itor  w ere  to ac t  on 
all th e  suggest ions offered to  
him , ta k e  th e  adv ice  of th ose  
who wish him to suppress e v e ry - 
th ing th at they th ink would in
ju re  th em , publish ev eryth ing 
th a t  t ickles  the vanity  of in
dividuals,  no m a t t e r  how silly 
or indifferent,  he would hardly  
know where he was at.

“ I t  is surpris ing to think how 
m a n y  people th ink th ey  Know 
how to edit a p a p e r  b e t te r  than 
th e  editor.  I t  is  im possib le  to 
honestly  edit a  p aper without 
pleasing som e and displeasing 
others.  T h e  ed ito r ’s b ed  i s  not 
a  f low ery one,  o r  his life one 
o f  unm ingled h a p p in e ss .”

I  hope th e  d o c to rs  who re a d  
this co lu m n  will ge t  as  h e a r t y  
a  laugh out of the school  b o y ’s 
essa y  a s  I  did. As t o  the second 
c l ipping,  I  ca n  only s a y  
“ a m e n .”


