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FORD MOYNES ►

on the
MAIN STREET

Banks and financial in stitu ­
tions have flourished in Lind­
say for over one hundred  
years and the Bank of U pper 
Canada apparently  had  b irth  
in the large brick house at the 
north-east corner of Russell 
and Mill Streets. To m ake it  
tough for would be burglars, 
the walls of this building are 
over a foot th ick  and the 
structu re  was substantially  
built on all levels. It is re­
ported  th a t the s e c o n d  loca­
tion was at the north-east cor­
ner of William and Glenelg 
S treets, when key m en thought 
the  town would build up busi­
ness-wise along this arte ry  of 
transportation. The bank be­
came a dwelling and a new 
building was la te r erected on 
a large scale on the  same 
stree t bu t near K ent St.

The Toronto - Dominion 
Bank has apparently  always 
been at the corner of Kent 
and William Streets and was 
followed by th e  old Ontario 
Bank, at the south-east corner 
of the two m ain streets, the 
hom e of the Bank of Com­
m erce today. The S tandard  
B an k , at the  south-east co rner 
of Kent and York S treets was 
m anaged by F. Loosemore.

Many readers m ay recall a  
gentlem an by the name of 
Robert Ross, who was m anag­
e r of the Toronto Dominion 
Bank in the early  days. The 
Ontario Bank was m anaged by 
a gentlem an nam ed Holmes. 
Incidentally one of the popu­
lar m anagers of th e  Bank of 
M ontreal was H. B. Black, a 

cu ltured  gentlem an and  quite

popular and capable; C. A. 
Thompson, who re tired  to live 
in Victoria, B.C., w here at the 
age of one hundred  years, he 
enjoyed his game of golf; and 
Jack Hamilton who will also 
be rem em bered as m anager of 
the  same bank.

Years ago the  Royal Bank 
was located at the corner of 
Kent and William Streets, now 
occupied by the Victoria and 
Grey Trust. The Royal Bank 
moved to  la rger quarte rs  at 
Kent and Cam bridge Streets 
several years ago.

As Lindsay grew in size and 
population, so also the Victoria 
T rust and Savings Company 
expanded from  a hum ble be­
ginning at the south-west cor­
n er of K ent and Cam bridge to 
the presen t location at Kent 
and William. Capable and 
tru sted  m anagers included 
m en like John Magwood, 
Jam es Low and C. E. Weeks, 
followed by T. H. Stinson and 
others.

Lindsay and district was at 
one tim e served by th e  Home 
Bank and the  F arm er’s Bank 
both of which experienced 
difficulty, bu t functioned very 
well for a num ber of years. 
This bank was situated  on 
K ent St, in  the  establishm ent 
known as G raham ’s Bakery. 
M anagers included P eter Ken­
nedy, A. B. McGill, a farm er 
from  M anvers Township, and 
T. J. Powers.

It was when the F arm ers’ 
Bank failed th a t m any farm ­
ers in  the area lost a bundle 
of money bu t recovered some, 
of th e ir deposit through their

efforts of b arris te r I. E. Wel­
don and an Ops Township 
farm er by the  name of Lyman 
M inthorne. The two gentle­
m en “camped on the door step 
of the  House of Commons” a t 
Ottawa until th e ir pleading 
with m em bers of Parliam ent 
accomplished resu lts and de­
positors recovered a b it of 
their losses.

M anagers of the  Royal 
Bank, when located at Kent 
and William, included a m an 
called Leach and another nam ­
ed Guy Brown.

R obert H arper was for sev­
eral years m anager of the  
Bank of Commerce and also a 
gentlem an by the  name of 
Holmes.

Lindsay and the  district 
have been well looked after 
by reliable bankers.


