
In the dear, dim, distant d a y s  

FIGHTING DAYS OF SIR SAM HUGHES RECALLED



The m illions of do llars being 
b u d g e ted  for yearly  by the 
D om inion Government fo r fu r
th e r  developm ent and ex p an 
sion of th e  T ren t Valley Canal 
recalls to  m any d istric t people 
th e  figh ting  days of the  la te  
M ajor G eneral, the  H onour
able S ir Sam H ughes, who re
p resen ted  th e  local rid ing in 
the  H ouse of Commons. Sam 
H ughes was a figh ter w ith his 
pen, tongue and  fists and he 
got th ings done. He envision
ed the T ren t Valley Canal as 
a real w aterw ay to  tran sp o rt 
vessels from  G eorgian Bay to 
Lake O ntario, and as fa r  back 
as the  early  n in e teen  hu n d 
reds, he m anaged to  squeeze 
th ro u g h  estim ates in  th e  gov
ernm en t budget fo r the  T ren t 
Valley canal.

In the  last y ear o r two. a mil
lion dollars wa s expended  on 
the  canal locks a t F enelon Falls 
and fu r th e r  m illions, som e 
tw elve in  all, a re  booked to  
be sp en t on the  system  in th e  
nex t y ear o r two.

History recalls that in  the  
days of the  Borden govern
m ent w hen Sam H ughes was 
M inister of M ilitia (around 
1913), th a t governm en t set 
aside one of the larg est a
m ounts ev e r placed in the  esti
m ates for w ork to  be done on 
th e  T re n t Valley Canal, and 
th e  estim ates as b ro u g h t down 
called for an ex p en d itu re  of 
over two m illion dollars on the 
canal.

Two million dollars, was a 
lo t of m oney, b u t it should be 
rem em b ered  th a t th e re  w ere 
tw elve rep resen ta tiv es , inc lud
ing  Col. the  Hon. S ir Sam 
H ughes, in th e  H ouse at O t
taw a, at th a t tim e, from  r id 
ings b o rd erin g  on th e  T ren t 
Canal.



In th e  estim ates b ro u g h t 
dow n, one m illion, n in e  
h u n d red  th ousand  dollars was 
se t aside fo r construction  w ork 
o h  th e  can a l and tw enty  th o u 
sand do llars to  m eet dam ages 
in cu rred  on drow ned land 
caused by  flooding. T w enty 
th o u san d  dollars was also set 
aside fo r th e  bu ild ing  of a 
new b ridge  across the  T ren t 
R iver a t F ran k fo rt, w hile forty- 
one thousand , five h u n d red  
dollars w as se t aside fo r in 
com e purposes. This la t te r  
am ount included som e tw elve  
o r fifteen  th ousand  dollars fo r 
L indsay  fo r d redg ing  the  chan 
nel of the Scugog R iver and 
im proving a n um ber of the  
lighthouses. New ligh thouses 
w ere  to  be e rec ted  including  a  

la rge one at S turgeon  Point,  

and new lighthouses on Lake 
Simcoe. One h u n d red  and  
twenty-five thousand  d o lla rs  
was set aside fo r m ain tenance  
and repairs. 

In fact, th e re  never has b e e n  
a governm ent th a t had dealt 
m ore liberally  for the  T ren t 
C anal th an  th e  Borden govern
m en t and  Co[. the  H an, S ir Sam 
H ughes. M inister of M ilitia and  
D efence, rep re sen tin g  th e  Riding

 of V ictoria and H a lib u rto n .
Today, the  T re n t V alley 

Canal has on its system  t h e  
la rg es t lift locks in th e  w o rld  
a t P e te rb o ro  and th e  second 
la rg es t in the w orld at Kirkfield

, The n u m b e r of lockages  
from  Georgian Bay to  L ake Ontario

 to ta l over tw en ty  th o u 
sand a y e a r and  the  am ount of 
do llars spen t along th e  sys-



tem  and in ad jacen t towns and 
cities is up in the hundreds of 
thousands.

More and more craft of all

types and sizes have been us
ing the Scugog River and dock
ing at the town wharf in Lind
say.


