
Graphic Account of Visit to 
Historic Places in Holy 
Land is Recorded in Letter 
Home—Sends Flower From 
Garden of Gethsemane.

F lig h t -S e r g e a n t  F red  J. W eir   
he is r e a lly  W arran t O fficer  n o w ,  

b u t th is  a p p o in tm e n t ca nn o t  be  
m ade o f f ic ia l  u n til  h is  reco rd s  
‘‘ca tch  up  w ith  h im ”), th e  son  of 
Mr. an d  M rs. D a v id  W eir  o f  O m e ­
m ee, h as b e e n  se r v in g  , w ith  th e   
R C A F, in E g y p t s in ce  J u n e , 1942. 
H e e n lis te d  in  S e p te m b e r  1940, and  
tra in ed  at E g lin to n , M alton , J a r v is  
(w h e r e  h e  r e c e iv e d  • h is  , O b serv er  
W in g s) , an d  R iv ers , M an itoba . H e  
w e n t  o v e r se a s  in  A u g u st  1941 an d  

j  w a s in  S c o t la n d  an d  E n g la n d  u n til'
I the  t im e  h e  w a s tra n sferred  to  
■ E gyp t. F red  h a s  fo u r  b ro th ers in  

u n iform : F lig h t-S e r g e a n t  H aro ld
W eir , N o . 1 E q u ip m e n t D ep ot. T o ­
ronto . L A C  A rth u r  W eir , M on t  

■Joli Q u eb ec; G u n n e r  B u r to n  W eit 
45th F ie ld  B a ttery , S o m e w h e r e  in  

|-E ngland; an d  A C 2 R u sse ll  W eir  
1 w h o  is ta k in g  a co u rse  in, R ad io  at 
C entral T e c h n ic a l S c h o o l T oron to .

Recently, in a series of pictures

i l lu s tr a tin g  the e x te n t  o f C an ad a’s 
A ir  T r a in in g  P la n , a p ic tu r e  a p ­
p eared  in  T o r o n to ’s “G lo b e  and  
M a il” an d  la te r  in  “T h e P e te r b o r ­
o u g h  E x a m in e r ’’, d e p ic t in g  th e  
cr e w  o f a b om b er B -25 in  E gyp t. 
F o u r  o f th e  c r e w  are  a str id e  a  
c a m e l a n d  'the f i f t h  m e m b e r  is 

. h o ld in g  th e  an im al's h ead . T h is  
f if th  m an  is  b e lie v e d  b y  h is  r e la ­
t iv e s  in  O m em ee to  b e  F red  W eir.

F o llo w in g  is p art >.of a  le t te r  r e ­
c e iv e d  by F r e d ’s b ro ther , B i l l  W eir  

| o f  'O m em ee, j.n w h ic h  h e  d esc r ib es  
at le n g th » a  “le a v e ” sp en t in P a le s ­
tine .

F /S g t .  F . J. W eir, R-72088,
38 S q u a d r o n  R A F 1

E gyp t, O ctob er 27, 1942 
W e ju s t  a rr iv ed  b ack  from  le a v e  

in  P a le s t in e  la s t  n ig h t-o n e  d ay  o v ­
erd u e, b ut q u ite  u n a v o id a b le . W e  
f le w  both  up an d  b ack . W e sta y e d  
fo r  „the f ir s t  n ig h t  in  T e l A v iv  
(J o p p a ) an d  w e n t  on f t e  f o l lo w ­
in g  m o r n in g  t o  J e r u sa le m  w h e r e  
w e go t fa ir ly  co m fo r ta b le  ro o m s  
at a h o te l. W e d e c id e d  to s ta y  tw o  
n ig h ts  th e re . O n  th e  w a y  to J e r u ­
sa le m  b y ;  bus, w e  m e t  a v e r y  n ice  
l i t t le  P a le s t in ia n  g irl, w h o  w a s a 

('Continued on page 5)



C on tin u ed  from  p a g e  1 
l i t t le  b it o f a lrigh t! S h e  to ld  us 
sh e  w as a la n g u a g e  .teach er in T e l ’ 
A v iv , an d  if  sh e  cou ld  sp eak  i 
F ren ch  an d  G erm an  as w ell as s h e  
co u ld  sp ea k  English, she m u st be 
in d e e d  a good* la n g u a g e  teach er . 
S h e  w a s v ery  p retty  too. W e ask ed  
h er  if  sh e  cou ld  reco m m en d  a  h o te l  
to us and  sh e  ask ed  us if  w e  w a n ted  
to sta y  at St. D av id 's H otel and pay  
6 “q u id s” a n igh t. ( a quid  is one  
P a le st in ia n  p ound, eq u a l to $4.50 
w h ich  m u lt ip lie d  by G m ean s about 

 $27.00). W e d ecid ed  (fin a n c ia l r e a ­
so n s) n o t to s la y  at St. D a v id ’s.

O ur l itt le  h o te l w as q u ite  c lo se  
to the J a ffa  g a te— one o f  th o se  e n ­
tra n ces to th e  o ld  c ity . A fter  w e  had  
m ade arra n g em en ts for a gu id e  th e  
fo l lo w in g  day, w e w e n t  fo r  a sh ort  
w a lk  th rou gh  the  J a ffa  G ate. The  
g en era l im p ress io n  of Jeru sa lem  
at f ir s t  w a s s im i la r  to the  on e  w e  
m ade o f C airo at first. M ost o f the  
p eo p le  d ress as true n atives. W e 
saw  a lo t of E g y p tia n s <Wogs, w e  
call them ) w ith  th e  usual fc-. on 
the ir  heads. T he M oslem s h av e  a 1 
v e r y  p ic tu r esq u e  h ead -gear, a 
w h ite  .scarf tied  around th e ir  heads, 
and h e ld  in p lace  by a b lack  or 
b row n  cord. T h ey  too, w ear a s o r t 1 
of n ig h t-g o w n , and m o s t . o f th em  
are b a re -fo o ted , too. T h e y  ihave 
stan d s and sh op s a ll a lo n g  both  
s id e s  o f th e  stree t, se llin g  sh e lle d  
n u ts, bananas, g ra p e-fru it, oran ges  
lem o n s, dates, etc. T h ey  a lso  se ll 
v a r io u s  k in d s o f ca k es and co o k ies  
w ith  ca ro w a y  seed s in  them , w h ich  
look  lik e  p retzels. T h ere is too , a l­
w a y s a m an w a lk in g  a lon g  w ith  a 
b e ll, w h o  h a s  lem o n a d e  for  sa le . 
T h ey  are p ers isten t en o u g h  in  the ir  
.se lling  (or “a ttem p ts” in  our ca se), 
b ut n o t a s in s is te n t as the n a tiv e s  
of E gyp t. A s w e  w a lk e d  along, w e  ; 
had n u m erou s o ffers of g u id es to 
sh o w  us around. W e w a lk ed  a lon g  
u n til w e  ca m e to th e  ru in s o f a b ig  . 
bu ild in g , w h ich  w e  w ere  in form ed , 
w as H erod ’s p a lace. T h ere are s t i l l  
so m e o f th e  w a lls  stan d in g . In sid e  
there  w ere  a lso som e of th e  w a lls  
stan d in g . O f co u rse  n ea r ly  e v e r y ­
th in g  in  J eru sa lem  h as been  r e s­
tored , repaired , etc., so  th a t it  is 
m ost d iff ic u lt  to d ecid e  ju st h ow  
m uqh of it  is au th en tic . W e c lim b ed  
to  the  top  of the  to w er  of D a v id  
and cou ld  se e  a lm ost e v e r y th in g  
o f im p ortan ce in the  city . W e cou ld  
also  see the  D ead  Sea, ab ou t 7f~ 
m ile s  aw ay . T he Y. M. C. A. in U



c i t y  v e r y  p ro m in e n t and w a s ” 
b u ilt  b y  som e m illio n a ir e  a t a cost 
of £200,000. It is a w o n d e r fu l b u ild ­
in g  o f B y z a n tin e  s ty le , co n ta in s  a 
co n cer t h a ll, sw im m in g  pool, f o o t - » 
ball f ie ld , ten n is  cou rts, g y n a siu m  
rea d in g  room s, d in in g  room s etc. 
T h ey  a lso  h a v e  a w o n d erfu l th ea tre  
organ  there. F rom  th e  T o w e r  w e  
w ere  a lso  sh o w n  <b y a  y o u n g  s tu ­
d en t w h o  h a p p en ed  to be th e re )  
the b ig  h o m e  o f th e  B r it ish  C o m ­
m issio n er , th e  M osque o f O m ar, th e  
M ount o f O liv es  .and o th er  fa m o u s  
B ib lic a l p la ces . T h e T o w e r  o f D a v -  
id  and  H ero d ’s P a la c e  h ad  b een  par-  
tly  resto red  by th e  R om an s and  then  
th e  T urks. I n  on e of th e  room s w as  
a sm a ll m useu m  in w h ich  w ere  

S a m p le s  o f  old: P a le s t in ia n  farm
tools, w a ter -ju g s , co in s etc .

T hat n ig h t w e  w e n t  to an  A u x i l ­
ia ry  Y. M. C. A. fo r  th e  F o r c e s  for  
d in n er, and th e n  took  in  a p icture . 
T h ey  h a v e  o n ly  3 or 4 th e a tre s  in  
the c ity .

W ed n esd ay  m o rn in g  at 8 our  
g u id e  ap p ea red  at th e  H o te l w ith  a 
ta x i and w e  se t  ou t on our t ju r  
F ir st w e  w e n t  o u ts id e  th e  c ity  and  
sto p p ed  a t  th e  B r it ish  M ilita ry  
ce m e ta r y  to o k  a p ic tu re  o f it. 
T h en  w e  d ro v e  on to th e  C hurch  
of th e  A scen sio n . O ur g u id e  sh o w e d  
us a fo o l-p r in t  in the rock , su p p o s­
ed ly  m ade by C hrist, w h en  h e  m ad e  
his A scen sio n  in to  H ea v en . T h is  
ch u rch  is on th e  M ount o f O liv e s  
I m ig h t  add that th e re  are a g rea t  
m an y  o liv e  tr e e s  in and around  
P a le stin e . F rom  h ere  w e  d ro v e  on 
to th e  G ard en  o f G eth sem a n e . T h is . 
w as on e  o f th e  b ig  m o m en ts o f t h e 1'' 
tour, b eca u se  b u ild in g s  c a n  p erish  
an d  fa ll, and  be reb u ilt , b u t g a r ­
d en s w il l  r em a in  p re tty  m u c h  th e  
sam e. T h e G arden  is v e r y  b ea u tifu l  
w ith  lo ts  o f f lo w e r s — geranium 's, 
b o u rg a in v illea s . etc . T h ere  are  
e ig h t  g n a r led  o ld  ru g g ed  o liv e  
trees in  th e  G arden , w h ich  a re  o f f ­
sh o o ts from  th e  o r ig in a l o liv e  trees. 
T h e g u id e  : sh o w e d  us w'here the  
d isc ip le s  la y  and  s le p t w h ile  C hrist 
prayed . R ig h t n ear the  G ard en  is! 
the  g a te  in  th e  c ity  o f S t. S te p h en s  
(S te p h e n  w a s sto n ed  to d ea th  h ere)  
T h rou gh  th is  g a te  th e  R om an s o ld ­
iers cam e to ta k e  C h rist a fte r  he  
had b een  b etra y ed  by Ju d as. I 

If I can m a n a g e  it I  w il l  e n c lo se  j  
a lit t le  f lo w e r  w h ic h  I g o t o ff  a 
b o u rg a in v illea  v in e  g r o w in g  on the  
fe n c e  o f th e  G ard en . N o n e  is a l ­
lo w e d  in sid e  e x c e p t  th e  F a th ers  
w ho' tend  it.

On th e  p la ce  w h ere  J e su s  prayed  
b efore  h is  b etra y a l h as b een  b u ilt  
th e  “C hurch  o f a ll N a t io n s”—  q u ite



 W e sa w  th e  s i te  o f th e  M a n g e r  
J e s u s  a n d  M a ry  Y o u  w o u ld  g a s p  a t. 
so m e  of th e  th in g s  w e  s a w — w h o le  
s ta tu e s  o f g o ld , p ic tu r e s  m a d e  of 

 o th e r  p re c io u s  s to n e s  w o r th  m i l l ­
io n s  o f d o lla rs !  W e  d id n 't  - t a k e  

 m a n y  p ic tu r e s  as it is  p r a c t ic a l ly  
im p o ss ib le  to b u y  a 620 f i lm  a n d  

 a n y  y o u  c a n  g e t  a r c  v e ry  e x p e n s ­
ive . O u r  g u id e  in v e ig le d  u s  in to  a 
sh o p  w h e r e  th e y   ̂s e ll  m o th e r -o f -  
p e a r l  s o u v e n ir s  b u t  as th e y  w a n te d  
fa b u lo u s , p r ic e s  w e  d id n 't  b u y  a n y  
ju s t  so m e  l i t t le  h a n k ie s , so w h e n  
th e y  a r r iv e  y o u  w ill  k n o w  th e y  a re  
s o u v e n ir s  o f B e th le h e m .

B e fo re  w e  le f t  B e th le h e m  the  
 g u id e  in v ite d  us to a n a tiv e  ca fe  to  

h ave a cup  of c o f fe e  w ith  h im . W e  
w e r e n ’t an y  too k een , you  m ay be 
sure , b u t fe a r e d  to  o ffen d . It w as  
se r v e d  in a v e r y  t in y  cu p  (a b o u t % 
of a tea -c u p ) a n d  a g la ss  o f w a ter  
w as se rv ed  w ith  it. T h e g u id e  e x ­
p la in ed  th a t w ith  T u rk ish  C offee  
3'ou a lw a y s  d rin k  w a ter  fir st  to  
p r e v e n t  rh eu m a tism . T h e c o ffe e  
w a s -so b la ck  and stron g , and  so  
fu ll  o f g ro u n d s w o u  cou ld  a lm o st  
ea t it; and w h en  it  h it  y ou r  
stom ach  y o u ’d th in k  th in k  y o u  
w ere  se n t for! A n y w a y  th e  g u id e  
le f t  the  ta b le  ea r ly  to f nd ou r  ta x i  
and w ere  w e r e  ab le  t< le a v e  m ost  

•of it in  our cups.
W e w o u ld  h a v e  likec; to co n tin u e  

on th e  sa m e road  to se e  the  D ead  
Sea, but ou r gu id e , ‘c o n sid er in g  our  
tim e and m o n e y , and w h a t w a s to  
be se e n  th e r e  (a d v ised  us a g a in st  it. 
H o w e v e r  he to ld  us th a t the D ead  
S ea  is  ab ou t 1200 fe e t  b e lo w  sea  
le v e l  and  th a t th e  w ea th er  th ere  
is a lm o st a lw a y s  q u ite  w arm . T he  
air  a b o v e  th e  sea  isn ’t too fresh  as 
yo u  can  w e ll  im a g in e . T h e w a ter  is 

 so b u o y a n t th a t y o u  ca n ’t s in k  in it, 
and on a cco u n t o f th e  sa lt  you  m ust  
o il y o u r  body b efore  g o in g  in and  
w h ile  iu  y o u  must, k eep  y o u r  e y e s  
shut.

A fter  t im e  out for  lu n ch  at the 
n ew  Y  M. C. A. our g u id e  m et us 
again  and to o k  us in to  th e  c ity  
“proper" th a t is  the part w ith in  
the w a lls . W e sa w  so m a n y  th in g s  
in su ch  a sh o rt t im e  th a t it is  im ­
p o ss ib le  to  r e la te  th em  all. T hen , 
too, m y  b ib lic a l k n o w le d g e  isn ’t 
n e a r ly  as e x te n s iv e  as it m ig h t be. 
H o w e v e r  I ’ll  m en tio n  a fe w  of the  
h ig h -lig h ts .

T h e m o st im p o rta n t ch u rch  to m e  
w as th e  on e  built on ih<> m o u n t  
w h e r e  C h r ist  w a s c r u c if ie d . S tr a n g e



but y o u ’d n e v e r  rea liz e  it  a s a  
M ou n t at all. In fa ct it  se em s lo w er  
than  o th e r  p arts o f th e  city , but 
J e r u s a le m  it s e lf  is on a h ill. In th is  
ch u rch  w e  w e r e  sh o w n  th e  h o les  
w h ere  th e  cro sses had b een . B e h in d  
on e of th e  a ltars w as a p ic tu re  of 
M ary w ith  th e  B ab e, in gold . T he  
■crown w a s d on ated  by Q u een  V ic ­
toria. a n d  th e r e  w ere  p rec io u s  
sto n es , r in gs, lo ck e ts ,e tc . 'fciy the  
h a n d fu l in s id e  th e  g lass . D ia m o n d s  
larg er  th an  y o u r  th u m b -n a il. A ll  
th e  la m p s w e r e  g o ld  stu d d ed  w ith  

 p rec io u s ston es . W e w e r e  sh o w n  
 the  S to n e  of U n ctio n , the S ep u lch re  
and  th e  T om b.

Y ou  w ii l  u n d ersta n d  th at w e did  
g e t  a "thrill"— w e ll you 'd  h ard ly  
ca ll it a ‘'th r ill”, b u t I u se that w ord  
fo r  w a n t o f a better . H o w e v e r  w e  
(th e  th r ee  o f us) a ll ad m itted  th at 
w e  -w ere  a b it d isa p p o in ted — p ro­
b ab ly  w e  e x p e c te d  too m u ch — bu t it 
se em e d  as th o u g h  e v e r y th in g  w a s  
b ein g  co m m e rc ia liz ed  and e x p lo i­
ted.

I n e g le c te d  to m en tio n  th a t in  the  
m o rn in g  w e  w e r e  tak en  to v is i t  
th e  U p p er R oom  w h e r e  C h rist a te  
th e  L a st S u p p er  w ith  H is D isc ip ­
les . P art o f it is a M osqu e an d  w e  
had  to r em o v e  our sh oes.

O ur g u id e , A n to n i, to o k  u s d o w n  
th ro u g h  th e  n a tiv e  bazaars, w h ere  

 th e y  m a n u fa c tu re  and se ll  e v e r y ­
th in g , to th e  ‘‘W a ilin g  W a ll!” T h e  
J e w s  s t ill co m e h ere  to pray .

Y ou  can  im a g in e  h o w  tired  w e  
w ere  th a t n igh t, b ut n e v e r th e le s s  
w e w a lk e d  to t h e .  “Y ” for a gran d  
d in ner, th en  p la y e d  p in g -p o n g  and  
la ter  w e n t  to a p ic tu re . On T h u rs­
d ay m o rn in g  w e  p la y ed  “S q u a sh ” 
at th e  “ Y ” , and a fter  lu n ch  cam e  
b ack  to T e l A v iv , w h e r e  w e  sp en t  
th e  res t  o f our le a v e  res tin g , s le e p ­
in g  e a t in g  and  sw im m in g . W e  
rea lly  hated  to co m e back but a n y ­
w ay  w e  w e r e  all “b ro k e .”

We a re  h o p in g  to v is i t  L uke G a li­
le e  on our n e x t  lea v e .

L ots o f love ,
F red .

I m ig h t add tha t the  f lo w e r  w h ich  
F red  m en tion ed , se n d in g  from  the  
G arden  o f G eth sem a n e  a rr iv ed  in  
p e r fe c t  sh ap e. It is a p in k , r o se -lik e  
f lo w e r  w ith  a lo v e ly  scen t. It g r e w  
on a b o u g a in v i l le a  v in e  on the  
fe n c e  o f th e  G arden  o f G eth sem a n e .



Weir of Omemee tellsof leave in PALESTINE!


