
F a s t  t u r n  s a v e d  2  s h i p s  a s  
D estro y e r h it C o rv e tte     F i r s t  
L ieu tenan t o f C orvette  L in d sa y  
prevented 

catastrophe – No casualties resulted
    A  B ritish  P o rt M arch  1 9 —  O n ly  
quick thinking on the part of her first 
lieutenant p re v e n te d  th e  C a n a d ia n  
corvette HMCS L indsay  from  being  
to rn  in  half recently  w h en  sh e  w as  
ram m ed w hile on escort duty  in  the  
E n g lish  C h a n n e l b y  a  

Royal Navy destroyer.     T he  first 
l ie u te n a n t  L ie u t .  B o b  C a s e m e n t 
R C N V R  o f  M o n tr e a l  s w u n g  th e  
co rve tte  hard  to  s ta rb o a rd  ju s t  in  
t im e  to  p re v e n t  th e  b o w s  o f  t h e  
d e s tro y e r  w h ic h  lo o m e d  u p  o u t o f  
a  f o g  f ro m  te a r in g  in to  th e  h e a r t  
o f the  sh ip . T h e  d e s tro y e r  s t ru c k  
L indsay a glancing b lo w  u n d er th e  
forward part of the bridge and raked 
th e  p o rt s id e  fro m  b rid g e  to  s te rn . 
T h e re  w e re  n o  ca su a ltie s  in  

either ship.     S team ing at from  15 
to  18 knots against L in d say 's  1 1  ½  

kno ts  the  destroyer h it the  c o rv e tte  
w ith  su ch  fo rce  th a t it n o sed  d o w n  
th e  s id e  o f  th e  s h ip  te a r in g  a w a y  
four Car le y  f lo a ts , tw o  O e r lik o n  
gun m ountings and severa l lockers, 
and broke a m ain steam  pipe  w hich  
s h r o u d e d  th e  e n g i n e  r o o m  a n d  

upper p a rt o f th e  d eck  w ith  s te am .
    "S h ip ’s  co m p an y  w as  o rd e red  

to stand b y  b o a ts  a n d  f lo a ts ,"  sa id  
Lieut. Casement "because w e didn’t 
know  w hether o r no t w e h a d  b e e n  
ho led  or how  ex tensive the dam age
w a s . G re a t m a sse s  o f  s te a m  w e re  
everyw here, th a t  a n d  th e  s iz z l in g  
n o ise  ad d ed  to  th e  c o n fu s io n  a n d  
the lights w ere out of co m m iss io n . 
H ow ever, an hour from  the tim e w e 
w e re  h it w e  w e re  u n d e r w ay  ag a in  
on one  boiler."     P raising  the 

ship 's com pany for their coo lness 
a n d  e ff ic ien cy  a fte r  th e  co llis io n , 
L ie u t. G .A .V . T h o m so n , R C N V R  

o f  V ic to r ia ,  t h e  c o m m a n d i n g  
o f f ic e r  s a id  i f  th e  d e s tro y e r  h a d  
h i t  t h e i r  s h i p  s t r a ig h t  o n  " b o t h  
sh ip s  w o u ld  h a v e  g o n e  d o w n ."  




