
O’BRIEN, Sandford
Born 1922, Killed in action 27 Sept 1944 and buried Gradara War Cemetery Italy. Official Records have 

^  his first name as Sanford. Commemorated Pine Grove Cemetery Norland.
Served WW2 B79240 Private, Irish Regiment R.C.I.C.

S/o Charles & Lena o f Norland, brother o f Irvine and Charles

Pine Grove Cemetery Norland 11 G 2 Gradara War Cemetery Italy

GRADARA WAR CEMETERY is situated 
in the Commune of Gradara in the Province 
o f Pesaro, at a distance o f about 1.5 
kilometres from the shores o f the Adriatic. 
To reach the GRADARA WAR 
CEMETERY from Highway A14 (Bologna- 
Taranto), exit at Cattolica, which is the 
nearest town and a seaside resort. The 
Cemetery is on the main road 5 kilometres 
south west of the town.

The cemetery occupies a unique position on 
a hillside which was terraced for agriculture, 
each row of graves taking up one terrace.
The site for the cemetery was chosen in 
November 1944 and it contains the graves of 
casualties incurred during the advance from 
Ancona to Rimini (which broke the Gothic 
Line) and in the heavy fighting around 
Rimini, which was taken by the Allies on 
21st September 1944.

Inscribed on this page is the name o f  Lance Corporal 
Sanford O ’Brien, Irish Regiment o f  Canada. A grateful nation 
recognizes his sacrifice every year on August 31st, when this page is 
displayed fo r  public viewing in the Memorial Chamber o f  the 
Parliament o f  Canada.
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