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a f te r  an  'e ight-month sojourn  in 
th e  sunny  tropics  where  he com
m anded  on R.C.A.F- Catalina  flying 
boat squadron, W ing  Cmdr. Jo h n  L. 
P la n t  of Victoria  r e tu rn ed  to Lon
don to rep o rt  th a t  th e re  a re  Cana
dian a irm en w h e rev e r  th e re  is an 
Allied, a ircraft .

The  W ing  Com m ander ,  whose 
squadron in Ceylon has  been taken 
over b y  W i n g  C m d r .  J .  C .  S c o t t  o f  
Galt, O n t . has been a round  a. lot 
since he left (he Pacific Coast last  
w in ter  and  i t  was the  same story 
everywhere  he went.  He found 
Canadians in the  Middle E as t  in 
large  numbers,  in  the  Red Sea, the 
Pe rs ian  Gulf, E as t  Africa., Ind ia  and  
Ceylon areas.

Wing Cmdr. P la n t  f lew to E n g 
land  from the Middle E as t  as cus
todian of one of the  Allied N a t ions’ 
m ost  im por tan t  p r isoners  of war, 
Gen. R itte r  von. Thoma, head of the 
German Africa Corps, who was 
captured  in the  la tes t  D a n ish  o f fe n s iv e  
in. the  desert .  T he  a i rc ra f t  was 
pi loted by F it .  Lt.  W en d y  Reid of 
Kingston, Ont.
Conditions In  Ceylon,

Discussing c o n d i t i o n s  un d e r  
which  his sq u ad ro n  operated  in 
Ceylon, W ing Cmdr. P la n t  said 
th ey  w ere  in good health ,  despite  
the  g re a t  humidity .

“The island is close to the E q u a 
tor,” he said, “b u t  th a t  doesn’t 
make life unbearable- Sea breezes 
tend to m ak e  the c limate  more 
bearable. W e ’ve had no cases of 
malaria . Skin, diseases, while  not 
serious, have been som ew hat  
troublesome. P reva lence  of flies is 
also a nuisance;”

T em p era tu res  th e  year round  
average from to 85 degrees,  with 
a five-degree drop a t  n ight,  the  of
ficer said, add ing  th a t  "one never  
sleeps u n d e r  , bedclothes, and the 
dampness and  hum id i ty  a re  tough 
on the  laundry.”

The tea p lan te rs  of Ceylon have 
been generous  and the ir  hospital i ty  
included the construction of res t  
camps in the hills w here  Canadian 
fliers periodically can enjoy a 
change in tem p era tu re  and scenery.

“As for the sw im m ing,” the Wing 
C om m ander  said, ‘ “i t ’s w onderfu l , 
a lthough  it entailed a t ran sp o r t  
problem. I ’ve never  seen such surf  
bathing. I t 's  ju s t  terrific , if tr icky, 
Some of the Austra l ians and N ew  
Zealanders really  know how to 
handle it on their  su r f  boards.”
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