
Canadian UnitMAKES FLIGHT 
TO FAR EAST

Squadron Safely Covers 
Long Distance From Its 
Former Base in Ireland

B y  LO U IS V. H U N TE R  
L ondon, May 21 ( C P ) — Canada's 

air arm, grow in g  stron ger day by- 
day as airm en o f the D om inion 
stream  in increasing num bers from  
the “airdrom e of d em ocracy,” has 
been extended to a strategic cor­
ner o f the Far East.

A brief an nou ncem en t by R.C.A.F, 
overseas headquarters told today 
o f the safe arrival in the O riental 
war theatre of the first Canadian 
squadron to serve elsew here in this 
war than Canada or the United 
K ingdom .

A fly ing boat squadron, com ­
m anded by W ing C om m ander 
Johnny Plant, o f Ottawa, w hich has 
done valuable, though som ew hat 
m onotonous, w ork  as a Coastal 
Com m and in this part o f the war- 
torn world, le ft  from  a secret base 
in N orth ern  Ireland and has com ­
pleted  its figh t of thousands of 
m iles w ithout m ishap.

The m ovem ent required  several 
w eeks o f preparation. H undreds of 
ground crew m en w ho set out on 
the hazardous jou rn ey  by ship w ere 
fo llow ed  recen tly  by the a ircra ft 
w h ich w ere flow n  out sin gly  or in 
pairs. W ord  o f the m ovem ent was 
w ithheld  from  the p u b lic  for  secur­
ity reasons until the last fly ing  
boat reached its destination.

It is expected  that, o ther squad­
rons w ill be operatin g  . on other 
fronts in the near future.

It is understood  that a new 
fly ing boat squadron will be form ed 
in Britain to replace the one des­
patched to the Far East.

The squadron had put in m any 
hours o f m onotonous patrol and 
convoy  escort w ork before  its de­
parture, but. tw o of its m em bers, 
Squadron L eader L. J. B ircliall of 
Saint John, N.B., and W arrant O f­
ficer C. O nyett o f H untsville, Ont., 
already had d istinguished them ­
selves in help ing  stem the Japanese 
thrust at the island o f C eylon in 
April. T heir feat, was o fficia lly   
described as “ one of the g r e a te s t  
achievem ents of Canadian fliers of  
the present w a r / ’ 

T hey  w ere c r e w  m em bers o f t h e  
flying boat which first sighted the  
Japanese fleet approach ing C eylon.  
N othing was heard o f them  a f t e r  
they flashed the alarm  by radio to  
their base and they w ere listed as  
“m issing after fly in g  battle.”  

The fly in g  personnel o f the  
squadron spent a prelim inary tra in ing 

 period at the Irish base practicing
 dinghy launching and boarding  

rescue cra ft  “ ju st in case” w hile two  
o f them , Squadron L eader L. H. 
Randall o f Bristol, N.S.,,. and 
Squadron L eader J. C. S cott 
w hose fam ily  lives in Galt^ Ont., 
spent their tim e o ff sunning themselves

 in an e ffort  to acquire su f­
ficient tan to avoid sunburn when, 
they reached their new  sphere o f  
action ,


