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yith Bogland, nothing appearing to be,more natu-
1 than such an expectation, which seemed a ne
Gssary eonsequence of the disposition expressed
by America to maintain her neutrality, and Jesi
siblein every other point of view. I cannot indeed
bring myself to thinks, sir, that your candor would|
dlow you, on a_consideration, to put any other
emstraction on the matter, aud had my arguments
jud sufficient weight with you in shewing that the
French decrees were still in force, I cannot doubt
butyou would have agreed with me in the conclu-
son Ldrew; it would seem therefore only owing
fyour not viewing the deceitful conduct of the
Fronch government in the same light that it ap.
peas to his majesty’s government that a difference
i opinion exists between us as to the proposal 1
made, which under the conviction entertained by
them, was surely a very just and natural one.

From the earliest desire of vindicating myself and
iy government from the charge of making any de
gradingor unjust demands on that of America, I have
{aken the liberty to trouble you so far,and I will pro-
ceed toshew why I thought you had misunderstood
the passage of my letter which related to the extent
inwhich the repeal of the French decrees was re-
quired by Great Britain. In the explanation which

on desired on this point, I gave you that which the|
marquis Wellesley gave to Mr. Pinkney in answer
tohis letter of August 25, 1810, and Ibeg to refer|
youto the message of the president of the United
Butes on the opening of congress in December|
1810, for a proof that the demand of Great Britain
inthe extent in which I have stated it was known
toyour government several months ago ; how was
T therelore to suppose in the term innovations, as
appled to the explanation given by me, that you|
would mean otherwise than some really mew pre
teusion on the part of Great Britain, such as that,
Prance should suffer British property to be carricd
into her ports for the purposes of trade? IF thel
warmth I was betrayed into in i re

evidence there is that the lawless and unbounded
ambition of the ruler of Fiance has been the origin
of it, and it cannot be a secret to the United States’
government that his plan has been, and avowedly
continues to be, not Lo scruple at the viclation of

w provided he can thereby overthrow the
ma power of England. Is it not therefore
reasonable in Great Britain to distrust an ambigu-
ous declration of his having suddenly given up
any part of a system which he thought calculated
to produce such an effect? You say however that
the decrees of Berlin and Milan are revoked.—
America, as not being at war and thevefore not
seeing o nearly into the views of France, may be
less scrupulous as to the evidence necessary to
provethefact; but, sir, it surely cannot be expect-
vd that Great Britain, who is contending for every
thing that is dear to her, should not require more
proofon a point so material to her. It is undoubt-
edlya very desirable thing for the United States to
have a free and unrestricted trade with both belli~
gerents, but the essential sccurity and most im-
portant interests of America are not involved in the
question as are those of Great Brilain, France
has levelled a blow which-she hopes will prove
deadly to the resources of Great Britain, and before
the British government can with safety give up
the measures of defencs in consequence adopted by
them, very strong proof must exist of the cessation
by France of her novel and unprecedented mea-
sures.

I confess, sir, with the sincerest disposition to
discover on the part of the ruler of France a returre
to the long established practice of warfare as exer-
cised in civilized Europe, 1 have been unable to
succeed ; and if the French government had really
meant to withdraw their obnoxious decrees, it i
inconceivable why, instead of allowing their nten-
tion to be guessed at or inferred, they should not
openly and in plain language have declared so—the
decrees themselves having been clearly enough an-
nounced on their enactment, why should not their
revocation be equally expl

g to
fitea supposed imputation of this sort gave any
offence, 1sincerely regret it, and I will beg permis.
sionhere to say, sir, that if unconsciously I have|
by any of my remarks led you to suppose they con-
veyed any improper insinuations, as one pavagraph
of your Letter would appear to imply, 1 am most|
uilégnedly sorry for it, as I entertain the high-
etrespect for you personally and for your govern.
ment, and could only have meant what I wrote in
the way of argument, or for the puvpose of con
trating the proceedings of 'rance in her conduct
;»y;r_ds the United States with that of Gureat
ritain,

" Inveverting to the extraordinary and unprece-
o

numerous ions bave been
made on the part of Prance of the continued exist-
ence of thedecrees, and captares made under them
of neutral ships have occarred, a few of the Ame-
rican vessels seized since November 1, have been
rostored, and the foregoing, a very small part of his
plander, is desired by, Bonaparte 1o \be considered
as a proof of the sincerity of his revocation

merica; but it must be recollected that besides the
object of ruining the British resources by hisown
|anauthorised regulations, he has also that of endea-
vouring to obtain the aid of the United States
for the same purpose, and herein you will, as Ihad
the honor to remark in a former fetter, be able to
ohserve the cause of the apparently contradictory

nted situation of things that has arisen out of the|language held both by himself and his ministers.
war in Europe it would seem needless to vepeatthe| Lakall

Il ba extremely happy,_to receive from yo



186

THE WEEKLY REGISTER—ORDERS IN COUNCIL.

sir, the information thatin a frank and unambigu-
ous manner the chief of the Frencl

1 nczd not repeat to you, sir, what sincere satis.

had revoked his decrees. Why he should not do so
is inexplicableif he means to revert to the ordinary
rules of war, but while he exercises such despotic
sway wherever his influence extends, to ruin the
esources of Engiand, it cannot be expected that,
Great Britain shall not use the means she possesses
for the purpose of making hirm feel the pressure of
his own system. There is every reason to believe

that cre long the efiect the enemies of Great
Britain will be such as irresistably to produce a|
change which will place commerce on its former
basis. I the mean time, sir, L hope you will not
think it exteaordinaty if I should confend that the|
seizure of American ships by Fran
vember 1, and the positive and

since
a

o
4

would give me if without the sacrifice of
the essentiel rights and interests of Great Britain
211 the points in discussion between our (wo coun.
ries could befnally adjusted.

¢ the honor to be, with the highest conside.
mbun :md respect, sir, your most obedient humble
sey AUG. J. FOSTER,

T e omoratle Junes Dionr o, §e. §c. ge.

FO!

BR. MONROE TO MR, FOSTER.
Depariment of State, Oct. 29, 1811,

Si—I have hud the horior to receive your leter

of the 22nd of this month, and to lay it before the

\Pmmdmt

orances which you liave glven of youe

the

tions of the French government ar stronger proofs
of the continued existence of the French decrees
and the bad faith of the ruler of France, than the
Festoration of five or six vessels, too palpably given
up_for fallacious purposes or in testimony of his
satisfaction at the attitude teken hy America, is a
proof of their revocation, or of his return to the,
principles of justice.
T will only repeat, sir, in answer to your obser-
vations on the late condemnation of the ships taken
under bis majesty’s orders in council, what 1 have
already had the honor to state o you, that the delay
which' took place in their condemnahan was not
in consequence of any douht g in his majes-
1575 gaverymenk, aa B whelher the Freneh Geties
were revoked, as you seem to imagine, but in con.
sequence of its being thought that the American
government, npon its nppcariug that they,were de-
ceived by 'rance, would have ceased their injarious
measures against the British commerce. A consic
derable time clapsed before the decision took place
on thoseships, and there is no doubt, but that had
the United States’ government not persisted in
their uniriendly attitude towards Great Britain on
discovering the i/l faith of France, a spirit of conci. i
Tation in his majesty’s government would have,
caused their release.
In reply to your observations on the pretensions
of Great Drilain relative to the revocation of the|
French decrees, 1 beg to sepeit that the subn of the
demand made by Enul:md that France should!
e of Safars us practised
5 Her ruler by his decrees
of Berlin and l\hlnn declared himself no longer|
bound by them, he has openly |:nom|ccd lhun in
his violent efforts to ruin the resources of Greatl
Britain, and has trampled on the rights nf xndepcn»
dent. nations to eflect his purpose.” If the French

government make use of means of

pe.

on the .mpmnm Subjects ﬂrpeudmw between our
sovernments, the respectful attention which each
has a right to claim, and that no departare from it
was intended in your letter of the 26th July, has
been received with the satisfaction due to the frank
a.nﬂ conciliatory spirit in which it was made.

1 learn, however, with much regret, that you
have recelved no instructions from your govern-
ment founded on the new proof of the revocation
of the Derlin and Milan decrees, was com-
municated to the marquis of Wellesley by the
American charge des affaires at London, ina docu-
ment of \vl-nch Thad the honor to transmit to_you
a copy. Itmighthairly havebeen presumed, as [have
|before ohm\-cd that the evidence afforded by that
document, of the complete revocation of those de
crees, 50 fur as they interfered with the commerce
of the United States with the Biitish dominions,
would have been followed by an immediate repea

of the orders in council. From the reply of the
marquis of Wellesley, it was at least to have been
expected that no time had been lost in transmitting
that docnment to you, and that the instractions
accompanying it would have manifested a change
in the sentiments of your government on the
subject. The regret therefore cannot but be i inersi.
ed in finding that lhe communication which
the honor to make to you, has not even had e
cffect of ;u:puu\lné your efforts to vindicate the
perseverance of your government in enforeing those
orders.

Lregret also to observe, that the light in which
you have viewed this document, and the remarks
Which you have made on the subject generally
scem to preclude any other view of the conditions
on which those orders are to be revoked, than
those that were furnizhed by your former communi-
cahons. You still adhere Lo the pretension that

d

Violence to prevent the intercourse of England
with unoffending neutrals, can it be expected that|
England should tamely suffer the estab)
such a novel system of war, without retaliati

ishment of|

ang Great Britain,
e neutralized, must be admitted into the ports
of your enemies. This pretension, however vague
the language heretofore held by your ‘government,

and endeavoring in her turn to prevent the French.
from enjoying the advantages of which she is un-
L u_v deul ved 2

Havi

ned already the situation in which

the quemon of the Nnckmie of May 1806, rests
according his majesty’s 7 government,
and the d

de: 2t Britain to conduct her sys.
tem of blockade according to the laws of nations, I
will only advert to it on this oceasion for the pur.
pose of taking the liberty of acknowledging to you
the very great pleasure I recdived from the highly
honorable mark of respee you have taken
the occasion to express for e ustrious statesman
{rom whose counsels that measure emanated.

the marquis of Wellesley, in his
communications with Mr. Pinkney on the subject,
was never nnderstoodto have been embraced. No-
thing mdtul:hmbofLhespcuﬁndccl.wml.mn which
you have mmlc wuuld have induced a belief that
such was the

1 have the Imnux to be, &e. &c.

(Signe JAS. MONROE.
Augustus J. mmr, isq. §e. §e. §e

MR, FOSTER TO MR.
Hashington, Celoter 31,1511,

Sun—1 did ot reply at great Length to the obser-

din your letier of the first insiant

an the proteasions of Great Dritain 2 relative 1o
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the French system, because you seemed to me to
e Fergaed isif buta part of the system continu
iberon that part had ceased to be considered
o essure of war against: Great Britain. Torme
& e allowed this, would hve becn at once taal-
i the fce of facts_ that the decrees of Prance
led, and that her

France a navy at his command equal to the enfore-
ing of his violent decrees, he would soon show
that part of them to be no dead letter. . The princi-
ple is not the less obnoxious becanse it is from ne-
cessity almost dormant for the moment, nor ought.
it theselare to be less an objectto be stréauonsly re-

te

ey pursued in defiance of the laws of nations
e become mere ordinary regulations of trade. 1
therefore thought fit to confine my answer to your
e, to 1. gencral statemont of the sum of the

smends against Great Britain, which was, that

Allow me, sir, hereto express my sinecre regret
that [ have not as yet been able to convinee you,
by what I cannotbit.consider the strongestesidence,
o the continued existence of the French dogrees,
and consequently of the wnfriendly policy of your

e should by offectually revoking her
et to the usual method of carrying on war as
prctsedin cluilized Enrope. i

The pretension of France o prohibit ll com
oo acticles of British origin in every part of
e continent is one among the many violent inno-
wions which are contained in tie decrees, and
“ichare preceded by a declaration of their being
foundedon & F
o hebimself avowed, to revert to the principles
“iich characterised the barbarism of the dark ages,
i toforget all ideas of justice and even the com
+on feeings of humanity in the new method of car-

ing on war adopted by him.

s not however a question with Great Britain of
ire commercial interest, as you seem to suppose,
Which i involved in the attempt by Bonaparte to
Hackide her both by seaand by land, but one of|
fidingand of national honor, contending as we do
sginst the principles which he professes in his new
esem of warfare. It is impossible for us to submit
tothe doctrine that he has a right to compel the|
whole continent to br ff all intercourse with
1, and to stize upon vessels belonging to neutral
ntions upon the sole plea of their having visited an
Eagiih port, or of their being Jaden with articles
o Briish or colonial produce in whatsoever man

acquired,

o

This pretension, however, is but a part of that
sytem the whole of which, under our construc-
ton of the letter of M. Champagny of August 5,

by man; i

determination of the ruler of France, |v

2 inenforcing against
usand opening the trade with our enemies,  His
royal highness will, Iam convinced, learn with un-
feigned sorrow, that such continues to be still the
deiermination of America, and whatever restric-
tions on the commerce enjoyed by America in his
majesty’s dominions may ensue on the part of Great
Britain, as retafiatory on the refusal by your go-

nment to adinit e productions of Great Britain
whilethey open their havbors Lo those of his majes-
ty’s enemics, they will, Lam persuaded, be adopt-
cd with smeere pain, and with pleasurc refinguish-
cd whenever this country shall resume her nentral
position and impartial atfitude between the twe bel.

el

T have the honor to be, with the greatest consi-

deration and respect, sir, your most obedient humn-
bleservant,

AUG.T.

To the hon. James Monrae, §

"OSTER,
- §e. §e.
OCCUPATION OF FLORIDA.
R, FOSTER TO 3R, MONROE.
Wash ngton, July 2, 1811.
Ssa—The attention of his majesty’s government
has of late been called to the measures pursusil by
the United States for the military occupation of
West Florida. Thelanguage held by the president
at the opening of the lafe session of congress, the
hostile demonstrations made by the American forces
under captain Gaines, the actual summoning of the

ofthe French government and not invalidated by
any unequivacal declaration of a” contrary tenor,
must be considered as still in foree.

Inthe communication which you lately tram:
nitied tome, Lam sorry to repeat that [ was una-
Betodiscover any facts which satisfactorily proved
tut the decrees had been actually repealed, and I
harealready repeatedly stated the reasons which
too probably led to the restoration of a few of the
American ships taken in pursuauce of the Berlin
and Milan decrees after Nov. 1. DMr. Russell docs
motseem to deny that the decrees may still be kept|
inforce, only he thinks they have assumed a muni-
il character ; but in M. Champagny’s declara-
tion, ambiguous as it was, there is nosuch division
ofthem into two different characters, for if the con-
lngency required by the French minister took place
the Berlin and Milan decrees were to cease accord-
ngto bis expression witheut any qualification.  If.
therelore, a pact of them remain or be revived
agin, as seems to beallowed even here, why may
mtthe whole be cqually so2 Where proof éan be
dbiained of their existence, we have it, namely, in

fort of Mobile, and the bill submitted Lo the appra.
bation of the American legislature for the interier
administration of the proviuce, are so wany divect
and positive proofs that the government of America
s prepared Lo subject the province of West Florida.
to the authority of the United States.

“The Spanish minister in London addressed 2 note.
in the month of March last to his majesty’s secre-
tary of state for foreign affuirs ; expressing in suffi-
cient etail the feclings of the government of Spain
respecting this unprovoked aggression on the inte-
grity of that monarchy.

Mr. Morier in his note to M. Smith of Deeera-
her 15, 1810, has already reminded the Americas
government of the intimate alliance subsisting be-
Gween his majesty and Spain, and he las desived
such explanations on the subject as might convinee
his majesty of the pacific disposition of the United
States towards Spain.  Mr. Smith in bis reply has
stated that it was evident that no hostile oramfricad-
Iy purpose was entertained by America owards
Spain; and that the American minister at bis sua-
jesty’s court bad heen_enabled to mike whateser

<

theports of France, in which vesscis have been
wowedly seized under their operation since Novem-
ferl.Of their maritime existence e cannot 5o
cislly obtain evidence, because of the few French
Digs of war which venture o leave tsmir harhors. !

ho 53 doubt hoiwever bup that had the ruler of

explanations might comport with the frank and
conciliatory spitic which had been umvariably sma.
nifested on the part of the United States.

Since the date of this correspandence Mr. Pink-
ney has offered no expianation whatever of the
motives which have actuated the conduct of the
United States in this srarisaction ; a bill has been
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introdtced into congress for the estabhishment, go-
vernment and protection of theterritory of Mobile,
and the fortress of that name has been summoned
without effect,

His royal highness the prince regent in the name
sud on the behalf of his majesty, is still willing to!
Tope that the American government has not been
wriged to this step by ambitious motives or by a de-
4ire of foreign conquest, and torritorial aggrandize-
ment, It would be satisfactory however to be ena-
bl in that no i i

them, The president had persuaded himsolf that
the unequivocal proofs which the United States
have given in all their transactions with foreign

wers, and particularly with Spain, of an upright
and liberal policy, would have shielded them from
such an unmerited suspicion.  Heis satisfied that
nothingis wanting but a correct knowledgeof facts
completely to dissipate it.

I might bring to your view 2 long catalogue of
injuries which the United States havereceived from

in since the conclusion of their revoluti

th the presentstate of Spain has induced America
despoil t! archy of forei, !

e
war, any one of which would most probably have
b

contends

a
‘The government of the United Stad

£hat the right to the possession of a certain part of]

1Vest Florida will not beless open to discussion in

#lie ocenpation of America than under the govern-

ment of Spain.
But the go

which must attend the ungenerous and unprovok
sieizure of a foreign colony, while the
is engaged in a

the rights both of the monarch and peopde of Spain.
Wihile I wait, thevefore, for an explanation from

you, sir, as to the motives which led to this unjust
ted States on the territories

aggression by the Uni
of his majesiy’s ally, Imust consider it as my duty
to lose no time in fulfilling
highness the prince re

manded in the event of ils appearing on my arvival
¥ this city that the United States still persevere by
menaces and active demonstration to claim the mi-

litary occupation of West Florida, notwithstanding|

the remonstrances of his majesty’s charge daffairs

and the manifest injustice of the act, to present to

you the solemn protest of his royal highness in the

ame and on behalf of his majesty against an at-

fempt so contrary to every principle of justice,
good faith, and national honor, and so injurious
fo the alliance subsisting between his majesty and
the Spanish nation.

T have the honor to be, with the highest considera-
tion, sir, your most obedient humble servant,

AUG. J. FOSTER.

T the hon. Jumes Monroe, &c. §c. §c.

MR, MONROE TO MR. FOSTER,
Departyent of State, July 8, 1811.
Sta—]) have had the honor to receive the note|
which you have presented, by the order of his royal

highness the prince regent, to protest, in behalf of

&he regency of Spain, against the possession lately
waken by the Uniled States of certamn parts of West
Florida.

Although the president cams
Great Britain to interfere in any question relating
fo that province, heis willing to explain, in a friend-
Iy manner, the considerations which induced the
United States to take the step against which you
have been ordered to protest.

It is to be inferred from your view of the subject,
that the British government has been taught to be-
lieve that the United States seized a moment of na-
wrest from Spain a provine

vernment of the United States, under
this pretest, cannot, expect to avoid the reproach,

Toble contest for independence,
against & most unjustifiable and violent invasion of

the orders of his royal
gent by which I am com-

not admit the right of|

considered cause of war, and resented as such
by other powers. 1 will mention two of thesc only ;
the spoliations that were committed on their com-
merce toa great amount in the last war, and the
suppressionof their deposit at New-Orleans just

efore the commencement of the present war, in
violation of a solemn treaty ; for neither of which
injuries has any reparation or atonement been made.
For injuries like thosc of the first class, it is known.
to you that Great Britain and France made indemni-
ty. The United States, however, do not rely on
these injuries fora justification of their conduct in
this transaction, although their claims to reparation
for them are by no means relinquished, and it is to
be presumed, will not always be neglected:

When I inform you that the province of West
Florida to the Perdido wasa part of Louisiana,while
the whole province formerly belonged to France,
that although it was afterwards separated from the
other pait, yet that both parts were again reunited
in the hands of Spain, and by her reconveyed to
France in which state the entire province of Louisi-
ana was ceded to the United States in 1803, thatin
accepting the cession and paying for the territory
ceded, the United States understood and believed
that they paid for the country as far as the Perdido,
as part of Louisiana; and that on a convietion of
their rights they included in their laws provisions
adapted to the cession in that extent—it cannot fail
to be a cause of surprise to the prince regent, that
they did not procecd to take possession of the ter.
titory in question as soon as the treaty was ratified,
“There was nothing in_the circumstances of Spain
at that time, that could have forbidden the measure.
In denying the right of the United States to this
territory, hec government invited negociation on
that and every other point in contestation between
the parties. The United States accepted the invi-
tation, in the hope that it would secure an adjust-
ment and reparation for every injury which had
been received, and lead to therestoration of perfect
harmony between the two countries, but in that
hope they were disappointed,

Since the year 1805, the period of the last nego-
ciation with  Spain, the province of West Florids
has remained in a situation altogether incompatible
with the welfare of these states. ‘The government
of Spain has scarcely heen felt there; in conse
quence of which the affairs of that province had
fallen into disorder. Of that circumstance, howe.
ver, the United States took no advantage. It was
not until the last year, when the inhabitants, per-
ceiving that ll authority over them had ceased, Yoso

tienal

to which they had mo right, an
prompted to it by their interest alone, and a know-
fedge that Spain could not defend it. - Nothing,
‘however, is
P jon on which your g
Jave acted. Examples of s unworthy & conduct
are un!

aations, but the United States have not fpllowed

7S to

d that they were
‘more remote from the fact, than the|w

fortunately too frequent in the history of

a body with intention to take the country in their
own hands, that the American government interpo-
sed. It was impossible for the United States to
hehold with indifference a movement in which they

i president would

om, Spain-

States, under a pretext of wresting it f
and under

In taking possession of it in their name,
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except in the part which was oceu-
0 ‘Spanish tr00ps, who have not been dis.
g e e ndod the Fights and securcd the
e the nation, and even consulted the honor |
B herself. By this event the United States
o oracquired no new title to West Florida. They
e ved none. In adjusting hereafter all the other
ints which remain to be adjusted with Spain, and
B it is proposed to make the subject of amica-
Yl ogocition 2s soon a5 the government of Spain
thal e settled, her claim to this territory may also
be brought into view, and receive all the attention
which is due to it. o ' .
“Aware that this transaction might be misconceis-
<« and misrepresented, the President deemed it a
roper subject of instruction to the ministers of the
ll’!niml States at forcign courts to place it in a true
fighs before them.  Such an instruction was for-
woaded to M. Pinkney, their late Minister Pleni.
sentiary at London, who would have executed
§ Had not the terminafion of his mission prevented
.. The president cannot doubt that the frank and
eandid explanation which I have now given, by his
axder, of the considerations which induced the
Tnited States, to take possession of this country,

{heir aithority,

189

tion to infuse a spirit of rebellion into the subjects
of the king of Spain inthose quarters, are such as
to create the liveliest inquietude, and to call for the
most early interference on the part of the govern.
mentof the United States.

The government of the United States are well
aware of the deep interest which his royal highness
the prince regent takes in the secarity of Florida,
for any attempt to occupy the castern part of which
by the United States not even the slightest pretext
could bealledged, such as were brought forward in
the endeavor to justify the aggression on West
Florida,

I conceive it therefore to be m: duty, sir, in
consideration of the alliance subsisting. between
Spain and Great Britain, and the interests of his
majesty’s subjects in the West India islands, so
deeply involved in the security of East Florida, as
well as in pursuance of the orders of my govern-
meat in case of any attempt against that country,
to lose no time in calling upon you for an explana:
tion of the alarming steps which governor Mats
thewsis stated to be taking for subverting the Sga.
nish authority in that country, requesting to be in-
formed by you upon what authority he can be act.

will b perfectly satisfactory to his royal high
{he Prince Regent. o
‘With great vespect and consideration, T have the,
honor o be, sir, your most obedient servant,
(Signed) AS. MONROE.
Adiguus J. Foster, Esq. §e. §e.§c.

MR, FOSTER TO MR. MONROE,
Philadelphia, Sept. 5, 1811.

Si—The Chevalier d’Onis, who has been ap-|

inted minister from his Catholic majesty to the

nited States, has written to inform me that he

wderstands by letcers from the governor of East

Florida, under date of the 14th ult. that g

and what measures have been taken to puta
stop to his proceedings. 1 have the honor to be, &c.

(Signe AUG. J. FOSTER.
To tie hon. Jumes Monroe, §e. §c. §e.

MR, MONROE TO MR. POSTER.
November 2, 1811.
Sta—I have had the honor to receive yoar Jetter
of September 5th, and to submit it to the view of
the president
The principles which have governed the United
States in their measures relative to West Florida,
have already heen explained to you. With equal
8

Matthews, of the state of Georgia, was at that|
time at Newtown, St. Mary’s, on the frontiers of|
Florids, for the purpose of treating with the inha-
bitants of that province for its being delivered up to
the United States’ government, that he was with
this view using every method of seduction to effect
his purpose, offering to each white inhabitant who,
wouldside with him filty acres of land and the gua
ntee of his religion and property ; stipulating
also that the American wouls

1" shall now the part they
have acted with respect to East Florida.

In the letter which I had the honor to address to
you on the 8th of July, I stated the injuries which
the United States had received from Spain, since
their revolutionary war, and particularly by spolia-
tions on their commerce in the last war, to a great
amount, and of the suppression of their right of
deposit at New.Orleans, just before the commence.
ment of the present war, for neither of which had

debts ofthe Spanish government, whether due in
pensions or otherwise, and that he would cause the
aficers and soldiers of the garrisons to be conveyed|
o such place as should be indicated, provided they
did not rather choose to enter into the service of
the United States.

p been made. A claim to indemnity for
these injuries, is altogether unconnected with the
question relating to West Florida, which was ac«
quired by cession from Francein 1803.

The government of Spain has never denied the.
right of the United States to a.just indemnity for

M. &0Onis has done me the honor to communi
caleto mea note which he purposes transmitting
to you, sir, in consequence of this detached and
moit. i intelli and consideri

on their commerce. ~ In 1302, it expli-
citly admitted this right by entering into a conven-
tion, the object of which was to adjust the amount
of the claim, with a view to indemnity. The sub-

n
theintimate alliance subsisting between Spain and
Great Britain, as well as the circumstances under|
which he is placed in this country, he has urgently
requested that I would accompany his representa
tlon with a letter on my part £l

After the solemn asseverations which you gave|
mein the month of July, that no intentions hos-
tiloto the Spanish intercsts in Banida existed on
the part of your government, [ am wholly unable
tosuppose that governor Matthews can have had ort
‘ers [rom the President for the conduct which he is
Hated to Be pursuing;; but the measures he is stat
¢dtobe taking incorresponding with traitors, and
inendeavoring by pribery and every art of seduc

y the supp of the deposit at
New.Orleans produced an important chauge in the
relations between the parties, which has never been
accommodated. The United States saw in that
measure eminent cause of war, and that war did
not immediately follow, cannot be considéredin any
other fight than as a proofof their moderation and
pacific policy. The executive could not belicve
that the government of Spain woold refuse to the
nited States the justice due to these accumulated
injuries, when the subject skould be brought
solemnly before it, by a | mission. 1t i
known that an envoy exts nary wassent to Mar
{drid in 1805, on this subject, and that the mission
|aid not accomplish the cbject intended by it
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Itis proper to observe, thatin the negotiation,
ined of
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act and instructed to_communicate the purport of
h

with Spain in 1805, the injuries o
the United States of the first class were again sub-|
stantially admitted to a certain extent, as was that
also vecassioned by the suppression of the deposit
at New Orleans, aithough the Spanish government,

ating ten.
dant, sou d the responsibility due from
it; that to make indemnity to the United States
for injuries of every kind, a cession of the whole
teritory claimed by Spain, eastward of the Missis-
ippi was made the subject of negotiation, and that
the amount of thesum demanded for it was the sole
canse that 2 treaty was not then formed, and the|
tetritory added.
The United States have considered the govern-
ment of Spain indebted to them a greater sum for
the injuries above stated, than the province of East
Florida can by any fair standard between the par
ties be estimated at. They have looked to this pro-
vinee for their indemnity, and with the greater rea-
son, because the government of Spain itself has
countenanced it. That they have suffered their
Just chaims so long unsatisfied, is a new and strong,
proof of their moderation, as it is of their respect
for the disordered condition of that power. There
s, however, a period beyond which those claims
ought not to be neglected. 1t would be highly im
proper for the United States, in their respect for,
Spain, to forget what they owe to their own cha-
Tacter, and to the rights of their injured citizens.
Under these circumstances it would be equally
anjust and dishonorable in the United States to
suffer Bast Florida to pass into the possession of any
other power. Unjust, because they would thereby
Tose the only indemnity within their reach, for inju-
ries which ought long since to have been redressed.
Dishonorable, because in permitting another pow.
er to wrest from them that indemnity, their inacti
vity and acquiescence could only be imputed to un-
worthy motives. Situated as East Floridu'is, cut,
off from the other possessicas of Spain, and sur.
rounded in a great measure by the territory of the
United States ; and having als0 an important bear.
fng on their commerce, no other power could think
of taking possession of it, with other than hostile
views to them. Nor could any other power take
e Y oher :

by disclaiming theact, and im]

=
g

it, to > and to explain at the sume
ftime, in_the most friendly manner, the motives
lvhichled to it. The prasident could nat doubt
that such an explanation would give all the satishac.
tion that was intended by it. By a late lotter from
the American charge d’afiaites at London, 1 observe.
that this explunation was made to your government
in the month of last. Tiatit was not soon.
er made was owing to the departure of the ministes
plenipotentiary of the United States beforc the jn,
struction was received.

Iam_ persuaded, sir, that you will see, in this
view of the subject, ve just
and amicable disposition of the United States tg.
wards Spain, of which I treated, in the conference
to which you have alluded.  The same disposition
still exists ; butit mus: be understood that it canngt
be indulged longer than may comport with the safe.
Ly, as well as the rights and honor of the nation,

1 have the honor to be, &e. &c.
JAMES MONROE.
Augustus J. Foster, Esq. &c. §e. Se.

CORRESPONDENCE
BETWEEN MR MONROE AND MR. FOSTER OX THE
SUBJECT OF THE AFFAIR OF THE LITTLE LELT,
Baltimore, July 26, 1811
Sin—T have the honor to enclose the copy of an
official letter addressed to rear admiral Sawyer, by
captain Bingham, commanding his majesty’s sloop
the Little Belt, which contains an account of the
late engagement between that ship and the Ameri.
can frigate the President.

n thus communicating to you, without, orders
from his majesty’s government, this document,
which in the most essential fact differs so materially
from that of commodore Rodgers, I trust that this
government will receiveit as a proof of the sincere
desire which exists with me, to open the way to an
amicable arrangement of the question whic
arise out of this unfortunate affair, when it shall be
known to his majesty’s government.

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect,
sir, your most obedient humble servant,
J. P. MORIER.
Zlke hon. James Monroe, §c. &e. §c.

eiv prosp

&

and best interests.
‘The United States have not been ignorant orin-
attentive o what has been agitated in Europe, at|
different periods, since the commencement of the
present war, in regard to the Spanish provinees in
this hemispheve ; nor have they been unmindful o
the consequences into which the disorder of Spain
might lead in regard to the province in question,
without due care to preventit. They have been
ersuaded that remissness on their part might in-
te the danger, if it had notalready doneit, which
it is so much their interest and desire to prevent.—
Deeply impressed with these considerations, and
anxious, while they acquitted themselves to the
Just claitns of their coustituents, to preserve friend.
Ship with other powers. the ct was brought
before the congress at its lst session, when an act,
was passed authorising the executive to accept pos.
session of East Florida from the local i

[Here follows tie letier from captain Bingham to

admiral Sawyer—see page34.] -

ME. MONEOE, SECRETARY OF STATE, TO MR. Mo-
RIER, CHARGE D’AFFAIRS TO HIS BRITANNIC

MAJESTY.
Department of State, June 28, 1811.
Sia—1 B e hignae to sk yesterday your
letter of the 26th inst. communicating a statement
from captain Bingham to admiral Sawyer, of the
circamstances attending the late unfortunate en-
counter between the United States’ frigate the Presi-
dentand his Britanuic majesty’s sloop the Little Belt.
Itis t¢ be regretied that the statement made by
captain Bingham should have varied in any cir-
cumstance, from that made by the commander of
the American frigate. I flatfer myself, with the
disposition of the president, which 1am authorized
to express, to make it the subject of mutual and
3 i its di b

or to take it against the attempt of a foreign power
%o oceupy it, holding it in either case subjectto fu-
ture and friendly negociation. 'This act, therefore,
evinces the just and amicable viows by which the
United Statés have been governed, towards Spam,
in the measure authorised by it. Our ers at
London and Paris were immediately apprised of the

y tendency
will be obviated. I am induced to express this
expectation, with the more confidence, from the
conciliatory manner in which you have made thiz
communication, 1 have the honor to be, &c.
JAS. MONROE,

ened
My Morier, charged'affuires of
tis Britannic majeily.



THE WEEKLY REGISTER—AFFAIR QF THE LITTLE BELT.

MR FOSTER TO MR. MONROE.
Washington, July 3, 1811.

§iz,—The assurances which you did me thel
bR et hatlbeen given to commodore Rodg
o could under any construction be meant|
e vlv)\‘riu his attempting to recover by force any
ot imed as an impressed American citizen
B oard any of his majesty’s ships of war,
o oply suficient to convey to my mind every
"isfustion upon that subject : the reports, however,
:nrrenf- in the United States, and connected with
o modore Rodgers” conduct and proceedings, as
ilzs the inferences which will be drawn from the
eqressions which he used to the captain of his ma-
jety's sloop Litle Belt, being of 2 tendency to
o ihority under which he acted, 1 wilingly ac-
gt your offer of making me the same statementin
o ot formal manner, in order that I may trans.|
it tto my government to prevent all possible mis-
takes on soimportant a point.

The question avising out of the rencounter be-
tween the United States frigate President and his
miesty’s sloop Litle Belt, will then remain limited
Wiheact itsell. You are alveady, sir, in possessio
ofthe British commanders’ statement of the cir-
anstances which attended 1t his_account, and
Gutof the American commodore’s diffir very ma-
wailly with respect tosome of the most important
feuresof the transaction, but in this they agree,
thit the chace which brought on the action com-
menced on the part of commodore Rodgers ; for it
cannot be maintained that the advance made by |
aptin Bingham for the purpose of ascertaining it
thesail described by him was_his majesty’s ship
Guetier, which it appeacs he had orders to join, was
for the purpose of chasing, even if that could be
wged asa plea by the Ameviean A

ive me yesterday verbally, that no instruc. |t

doubts in Great Britain as to the nature of|
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ofthe outrage, and offer to his majesty every repara-
tion that can appear

e.
Itis with great pleasure, sir, that  avail myself of
ity the

s o

with which you came forward with the assurances
alluded to in the first part ofthis letter, and the readi.
ness which you shewed to receive any communica.
tions fromme inregard to the unhappy occurrence
which forms the subject of the remainder.

Lhave the honor to be, &e.
© AU

<
G.J. FOSTER.
Hon, James Monroe, §e.

ME. MONROE T0 M. FOSTER.
Department of State, July 16, 1811.

Str,—Thave had the hono to receive your note
respecting thelate rencontre between the American
(rigate the President, and his Britannic majesty’s
sloop of war the Little Belt.

Itis very satisfactory to find that you received the
communication which I had the honor to make
you, in our first interview, on the subject of your
inquiry, relative to that unfortunate occarrence, in
the amicable spirit in which it was intended. Al
though the excitement which had been produced by
previous and recent aggressions, particularly by
the impressment of American citizens from Ameri-
can vessels even onthe coast of the United States,
was great, yet, no order had been given by the go.
vernment for therecovery, by force, of any citizens
50 impressed, from any, British ship of war. The
orders given to the commanders of frigates, and
other armed vessels of the United States, were for
the protection of their, coasts and of their commerce,
within the legitimate fimits.

T need not repeat to you, sir, the sincere regret
of this government that such an encounter took
place and more especially that it should have pro-

soon as he found his Signals unanswered, he bore
amy, untilto his infinite surprise he found himself
theabjectof the strange vessel’s eager pursuit and
hostle atttudes. What could be commaodore Rod-
g intention is not apparcnt. That he could not
dicorerat the distance of seventy or one hundred
yards that the ship before him was a fiush deck
slop, though it was but a little after cight o’clock
anthe 16th of May ; that hie could not make out
her colors at half past six o’clock ; thac his guns
weeedouble shotted ; and that with thesceurity he
pisesed from the great force and superior sailing
afthe ship under his command, and the circum-
sance of belonging to a neatral nation, he did not

niller héldoff during the night if he wished to

duced the which attend-
ed it.
T have the honor to be, &e.

MES MONROE.
Augustus J. Foster, Esq. §e. .

ME. FOSTER TO NR. MONROE.
Pashington, July 24, 1811.

Sir,—T have had the honor to receive your letéer
dated on the 16th inst. in answer to mine of the 34,
in which | expressed a desire to have stated, ina
more formal wanner, your denial to me, of o:ders
having been given to commodore Rodgers which
could under any construction, authorise that com-
mandertoattack any of his majesty’s ships of war,
insearch of any person chimed as an Aferican
seaman, and in which I also demanded that an ex-

speak the sloop, than by ranning under her stern
gat

in 2 menacing e risk of provoking

should be uted into that officer’s

" must v
the comprebension” of every unprejudiced perso
advill [am sure, sir, séem to you a sufi
Tason, if there were 1o other, to warrant my de
mnding that an examination be instituted into his
to suitable satisfaction bein

aforded 10 his majesty for the loss of so many of|
B subjects so wantonly slaughtered, and for the
insl offered to his flag.  But should captai
Bingham's eharges be brought home to com
Rodgers, for his having refused to state the name of|
the nation he belonged to. though asked to do so
o their neiving each other in the dark, and of
huving fired a broadside into the slaop without
Yowoation, which miht at once k so
small a

n,
i

have sunk
t vessel, [am convinced I need only appeal
Justice of the American government, for
Brenment to see.in its proper light the

magnicude

tiand unprovoked attect: made by

s {eamnor which had attribu

heland Great Britain

conduct, with a view to suitable reparation being

afforded to his majesty, for what appears a wanton
¥ the (rigate under

is command upon his majesty’s sioop of war, the

Little Be .

The denial I asked for, you have givenme, and1

beg to assure you, sir, that though I troubled you
with the demand ., becduse the extensiveness of the

tedsuch orders to the Ame-
d made it my duty soto do;
anertained an idea for one moment that
.of the United States could have
isued such , because they must has
{considered a: manifestations of direct intentions
"hostility, which would have becn incompatible
the relatious of aa between Amer

vican govermment,
yet Inever
the govern:

! Onsue

ple denial was all T
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asked, and what I expected to receive. i
therefore with pain that I found you had connected
it with allusions to other topics calculated to p
duce irritation, on which, whatever complmuts you
roay have to make to me, I'shall be ever ready to
xeceive and forward them for redress to the com-
aander in chief of his majesty’s naval forees at|
Halifax, or to his majesty’s government; but the,
mentioning of which in your note inanswer to mine
on a distinct subject, of the most serious import-
ance, you will pardon me if I must consider as mat- | n
ter of regret, especially as you wished me to receive
the commumecation you made me as given in an
amicable spirit.

Morcover from the tenor of the part of your let-

1 have the honor to be, with the greatest consi.
deration and respect, sir, your most obedient hum.
-| ble servant,

.UG. J. FOSTER.
The hon. James Mnnrne, seer L’(ﬂ?y of state.

MR. FOSTER TO ME. HONE.

Phitadelyhic, Sepe. 4, 1811

—1 have now by an express messenger from
England received the commands of his roal high:
ess the prince regent, acting in the name and on
the behalf of his majesty, relafive to the late violent
aggressmn comunitted by the United States frizate,
e President, on his majesty’s ship Little Belt,
md [ have the honor of communicating to you the

ter in which you h d the question of i
pressment with that of an zltack on a British ship
of war, an inference is forced upon me, which you
surely never could have meant me to draw, but
which, nevertheless, the passage conveys, namely,
that, although the government of the United States
‘had not given orders for L\\e\‘zcovu%b'y force of any
American citizen claimed h national
ship, they still maintain they might have been jus-
tified in 50 doing. The right of searching a ship
of war has been 20 positively disavowed on the part
of his majesty’s government, and so disclaimed by
that of America, that I could not have expeczed
any doubts would ever again have been throy
ou'the matter, and yet the language of your mm,
until it is explained, will certainly authorise such
doubts, s ar a5 elates to the American govern-

I have no answer a all from you, sir, to my d
mand for an inquiry being instituted into zhe
conduct of captain Rodgers. This omission has
occasioned to me the more surprise, because in ad.
dition tothere appearing to be no cause why the
government of America should decline o lston to

just a demand on my part, there seemed to be
e\ery reason why they should even for their own
satisfaction have desived to clear up the circum-
stances of his most extraordinary proceeding. 1
will indeed fr'mldy own to you that I did think on
reaching this city to have found that officer’s con-
duct alieady, hy u.asponmmus act of the govern-
‘ment of the United States, undergoing an examina-
tion, instead of hearing that he had been sent im-

mediately to sea again, which seemed to denote an| °

approbation of his behaviour; and I thought 1
uld the more rely on this bem" the course the|
president would have pursued, from a consideration
of that which his majesty’s government had taken
inthe ase of the Chesapeake when every repara.|
tion practicable at theinstant the intelligence reach-
ed London of the uufortunate event, was made to|
you, sir, promptly and unasked for.
1 feel the more regret, sir, at the coursc taken|;,
by your government in this affuir, because [ have
bliged in

which have been transmitted
to me by my government to be laid before that of
the Unitad smes comprehending a copy of a let.
ter from lord James Townshend, commanding off.
cer at Halifax dated May 30, ISll,enclnsms astate.
ment of the action by the officers of the Litle Belt
—the report of the commissioner of his majesty’s
navy board at Halifux, in respect to the damage
done the Little Belt; a copy of rear admiral
Sawyers letter, enclosing his instructions to cap.
tain Bingham as well as a list of killed and wound-
ed on board the sloop of war—and finally a copy of
the correspondence on the sibject which took place
n|between the marquis Wellesley and Mr. Smith the
American charge d’affaires in' London ; of that of
captain Bingham’s official letter you are already ia
possession.

In communicating to you, sir, these documents,

L am particularly directed to call your attention to
the instructions of admiral Sawyer which furnishes
the strongest evidence of the pacific and friendly
intentions of his majesty’s government_towards
this country. The very pointed manner in which
the commander in chief on the Halifax station had
enjoiued captain Bingham to avoid gwving offence
to the government or subjects of the United States,
in* officers statement, even if there were not such
strong evidence as appears from the deposition of
the different officers on board his majesty’s ship as
to the action having been commenced by captain

dgers.

Ili§ majesty’s government were entitled to expect,
as | have had already the honor to observe to you,
t, in my former letter that the American govern.
ment would have manifested a_promp disposition
& obviate, by an early disavowaland by just repara-

tion, the necessary tendency of such an event to
distarb the friendship subsisting between the two
states, and this expectation was the more natural
from the example afforded by his majesty’s govern-
ment in the case of the Che_sapea e.

Such however not g been the case, I am
commmded by his royal hq,hness o lose o e

ou the papers
cxplam in the fulltst manner the c“‘cumslanus ar

carrying iato execution that part of my instructions
by which I was directed immediately on my arrival
here to offer such further reparation for m sk
on the Chesapeake frigate as would,
vinced, have proved satisfactory. 1had e honor|
to state to you, in.our first interview, that I had
such instructions, although I omitted to mention
it in my note, because, a5 you may remember, [
expressed to you at the time, it seemed to me kh-,

suspend|he

and the very great extent of the out-
rage committed, by which so many valusble lives
were sacrificed, and in demanding the immediate
disavowal on the part of the United States of the

on-|act of aggression committed against his majesty’s

ship ; as also in requiring a just reparation of the
injury received.
have the honor to be, &e.
AUG. J. FOSTER.

American government might feel more free to

To the hon. James Monroe, &e.

2s the justice of the ease required, if the two >ub
Jeets were kept unconnected ; and in this opinion I
thought you appeared to concur,

* There appears o be an error in the printing
of this paragraph in the Intelligencer, from whick
the documents are copied,
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3R, MONROE 7O MR. FOSTER.
Department of state, Sept. 14, 1811.
il have had the honor Lo receive your letter|
of the &th instant respecting the encounter between
e United States” frigate the President and his Bri
annio majesty’s ship Litdle Belt, which I have luid
before the président of the United States.
In the first interview which took place between
at Washington, I stated ¢
ety that no i Leen given to tak
1.*.:5’!‘3;;,“ from on board a British ship of war, nor
iny orderwhatever of a hostile nature, [ medl the
sune declaration afterwards at quest, i a
iore ormal mavmer; andicis with the same frunk-
Jiss that I now again repeat it. i
Such s decluration wwas deemed proper fu order
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caplain Bingham made the attack and without a
[justifiable cause.

'hac commodore Rudgers putsueda vessel which
had at first pursued him, and hailed her as soon as
he approached within a suitable distance, are cir.
cumstances which can be of no avail to capiain
Bingham. The United States hiave a right to know
the national character of the armed ships which
hover on their coast, and whether they visit it with
fiieadly or illicit views. Itis a right inseps
from the sovercignty of every independen
and intimately counected with their tranquility and
peace. All nations exercise it, and none with more -

or, orata greater weefrom the coast, than
Great Britai L nor any on more justifiable
grounds, than the United States. In dddition to
& s than

o obviate mis i i

which migh

nciliatory and satisfactory propositions with

S von mig!’n be charged. 1t was in conformity

aio with the candor and friendly policy which have

been shewn by this government in all its transac-
{ions with Great Britain. :

[ the answer Lo yourformer letter was limited to
fhis disavowal of Rostile intentions on the part of
fhis government, it need scarcely be remarked; that
mofurther view of the subject could then nor as yet|
an be entered into on the demand of the Britis

overnment, without forgetting an essential prel
‘minary to such a deman )

Temight be added that with the circumstances|
o the transaction, as officially before this govern-
ment the true ground on which it claimed attention,

" was that of a violentaggression by a British on an
American ship, in a situation and manner authoris-
ingthe strongest appeal to the British government
forredress. If aninstant representation aud deman
tothat effect were not made, it wasa proof onl

that this government permitted the event of the
aacounter to temper the feelings and retard the

:}mphint, prompted by the origin and character
it.

Itis not seen without surprise that the case of
the Chesapeake is eited as an cxample supporting
ademand of reparation in the prosent case. No
other remarke will be made than that the fith year
i now elapsing without reparation in that case,
lthough so palpably and even confessedly due to
therights of the U. States and honor of thir fla

Inthe instruction to captain Binghin thus frank.
ly ommunicated, the president secs a token of ami-
tyand conciliation which, if pursued in the extent
corresponding with that in which these. sentiments

o

which have r these
precautions to other powers, it is rendered af the
more importance to the United States by prace
tice of armed vessels from the West-Indies, inves
ing our coast for unauthorised and even piratical
purposes. Instances have also occurred, in which
the commanders of British ships of war, after im-
pressing seamen from American vessels, have cons
cealed their names, and the names of their ships,
whereby an application to their government far thig
reparation duefor such outrages, with the requisite
certainty, is rendered impracticable. For these
reasons the conduct of commodore Rodgers, in p-
ching the Little Belt to make the necessary in-
quiries, and exchange a friendly salute was strictly
correct.
“The president, therefore, can-regard the act of
captain Bingham no otherwise than as a hostile ag-
gression on the flag of the Umted States, and he 56
persuaded that his Britannic majesty, viewingitin
e sumelight, will bestow on it the attention which
itmerits.  With great respect, &
J

=

MONROE.

Augustus J. Foster,

MR, FOSTER TO ME. MONROE.
Washington, October 26, 1811.

Str,—1 have had the honor to receive your lettet
of thellth instant, inclosing a copy of the procecd-
ings of a cowrt of inguivy held by order of the pre.
sident of the United States, on the conduct of com.
modore Rodgers in the late encounter between o
frigate of the United Statcs, the President, and
his majesty’s ship the Little Belt, fixing on eaptain
Bingham the charge of having commenced the

and claiming;i

areentertained by the United States, must hasten
terminalion of évery controversy which has so
Tong subsisted betaveen the two countries.
Thave the honor to be, &e.
igned) JAS. MONROE,
§e. §e.

(Signed)

Augustus J. Foster, Bsq. .
MR, MONROE TO MR, FOSTER.
 Department of State, Oet. 11,1811,

Stx—Thave the honor to transmit to you a copy

ofthe proceedings of the court of inquiry, held by
‘ordec of th i the conduct of

a|Engaselhent, ar
tion of his ma;

1 the atten-
ty’s government towards it, as to
an act of hostility on the part of the British oflicer,

1 may be permitted to remind you, sir, thatafter
ad ined from you that no hostile intenti
on the part of the govérnment of the United States
were connected with the proceedings of captain

lodgers. alllasked in the first instance was, that
thepresident of the United States would be pleased
to order an inquiry into his condnct, which had
tended 5o seriously to intertupt the hiarmony sub-
sisting between our two countries ; and which hay-

in the late encounter betiween a frigate of|

is

ing hitherto reccived no palliation whatever from:

the United States the President, and b
majesty’s shipthe Litle Belt.

. Theresulc of this inquiry which was conducted
inpublic in o i i

testimony of all
luers of the American ship, and of others.
vhom it was proger to sammon, - cannot, it is p
suned, leave a doubtin the mind of any one (hat

offtcially to his mujesty’s
government, must have continued to them to be
atterly incapable of Teceiving any.
he document you have now done me the honor
to communicate to me with a copy annexed, of
captain Rodgers’ letter, (forthe first time officially
clore me) is however so far satisfactory as it shows
that captain Rodgers has endeavored to excalpate

any evidence in contradiction of captain Bingham’s *
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himself, exhibiting the ground on which he rests
his ﬂcfcn:c, and I shall v at delay transwit it to|
be laid before his roal highness the prince regent.
1: certainly proves a most unaccountable difference,

0 exist between the statement of the commander
d officers of the Little Belt and those of the Pre
sident, as to the firing of the first gun ; but 1 must
remark that from the concurrent testimony msevc.
xal of the nmcm of the United States’ s
the orders given by captain Rodgers on n
Little Bels, there appears to have been an impr
sion
and as the Little Belt was evidently endeavoring to|
avoid him such an idea it would seem, could only!
have arisen from the opinion he entertained of his|
own proceedings as being likely to bring it on.

Ttake this occasionto acknowledge the receiptof
your letter dated Scptember 14, in answer to mine
of the 2d, a copy of which I immediately forward-

to my government.

Thave the honor to be, with the highest conside-
ration and respect, sir, your most nbc(hent humble
servant, OSTER.
Tothe kon. Jumes Monroe, &e. §c. ;:.

[The above concludes the correspondence be.|
tween Mr. Monroe and Mr. Foster, and embraces
the whole of it, with the exception of the threc fol-
lowing notes, which appcartc have been introduc-

n on his mind that an encounter was to ensue, |
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MR, MONROE TO MR, FOSTER,
urtment of State, July 6, 181
Str—T have vﬁd the hori/or to mcuvL’ymlr le‘nev
of the2d inst. in which you express the regret of
is royal highness the prince regent, at the de‘...
ture of the American minister from Great Bi
and state that 1 was one of the Frat acte of b e
vernment to appoint an envoy e‘(tmordmnry :md
to thi

United Slales, with a view of mamtamnlg lhc éuh.

sting relations of friendskip between the twg
countnss, and that ha\ s suhcntous to facilitate an
amicable discussion e government of the
United States upon everv pmm of difference which
had arisen between the two governments.

Tam instructed by the president to acknowledge
to you the great satisfaction, which he has deriva
from the communication which vou have made of

the disposition of his royal highness, the prince
regent, to cultivate frlcndsh\p with’ the United
States,and to assure you thatthe prompt and frend.
ly measure, which hé adopted, by the appointment
of an envoy extreordinary and minister plenipoten-
tiary to this country, to maintain the relations of
friendship and facilitate an amicable discussion on
every point of difference that had avisen between
the two governments, is considered as a favorable
and interesting proof of that disposition.

e seerelany of siate and the Beish smimisier. 1
TROM IR FOSTER T0 XR. MONROE.
Washington, July2, 1811.
Str—I have the honor to inform you that I have|m:
received the special commands of is royal highness

I am also instructed by the president to state his
ready disposition to mect in a similar spirit these
frank and friendly assurances of the prince Tegent,

and that nothing will be wanting, on his part, con.
usten: with the rights of the United States, that

e necessary to promote the re-establishment,
i i respecls nf that good understanding between

of his majesty, to make an early communication to
you of the sentiments which his royal highness
was pleased on the paxt of his majesty, to exprasta
Mr. Pinkney, upon the occasion of his audience of|
Tewe.

His royal highness signified to Mr. Pinkney the|;
desp regret with which he learnt that Mr. Pinkney
coneeined hirmaclt to be boand by the instractons
of his government to take his departure from
England.

His royal highness informed Mr. Pinkney, that
ome of the earliest acts of his government, in the
nameand on_ the behalf of his majesty, was to ap.

cint an envoy extraordinary and minister. plons.
potentiary to the government of the United States ; |¥
and added that this appointment had been made in
the spirit of amity, and with a view of maintaining
the subsisting relations of friendship between the
two countrics.

His royal highness further declared to Mr. Pink-
ney that he was most sincerely and anxiously desi
ous on the part of his mejesty, to caltivate'a good
understanding with the United States by every
means consistent with the preservation of the mari.
time rights and intevests of the British empire.

His royal highness particularly desired that Mr.
Pinkney woild communicate these declarations to
the United States in the manner which might ap-

pear best caiculated to satisfy the president of his
Topel highness” selicitude o “Taeihiate an amseable
discussion with the government of the United States [;
upon every point of din'u»cncc which had arisen
between fhe two governm

T have he honor (o be, with the greatest respect
and consderstion, sir, your most ubetiont Jumble

w0 c s, which he considers to be highly
1mpmznt Lu che interests of both,

Permit me to add, sir, that if, as the organ of my
government, I can be, in any degree, instrumentsl,
m concert with you, in promohn such a resolt, [
shall derive from it a very great and sincere satis-
faction.

I have the honor to be, &
(Signed JRMES MONROE.

MR. FOSTER TO MR, MONROE.
Washington, July7, 1811,

Str—TI beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter dated yesterday, in answer to mine of
the 2d inst. and to assure you that it gives me very
sincere pleasure to have to transmit for the purpose
ofbeing laid before his royal highness the pince re-

gent, acting in the namé and on the behalf of his
majes sty, so satisfactory atestimony of the amicable
manner in which the president of (he United States
has reccived the instances and assurances of a friend-
ly disposition on the part of his roval highness, to-
wards the United <ta£c,, which, by command of his
royal highness, I had the honor to' communicate o
the president, through you.

"The assurances which you haveadded, sir, of the
gratification that you would yourseli derive xi asthe
organ of your government, you could be instru
mental towards re-establishing a good understands
ing ! between both our counties, are too congenial
with my own feelings on the subject, not o e xe

cived with very high satisfaction.

1 have the horor to be, with the highest conside-
ration and respect, sir, your most obedient humble

* AUG.J. FO.
*oths fion. Jumes Monroe, Sc. e, §c.

servant,
AUG. J. FOSTER.
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M. Pinkney, our late minisler to_ Great,
bﬁm{,{’n the sec A‘Zry of state, and of My. Rus-
e ate churge dafaires in France to i,
B PINKNEY TO MR, ST,
London, Janxary 17,1811
Sin—] had the honor to receive on the Gth inst. |
il Twas confined by a severe illness, your let-
Yeof the 15th of November, and as soon as 1 was
il prepared a. note to lord Wellesley in conformi-

it.

e Sdinstant, T lnd received . letter from
Jord Wellesley, bearing date on the 20ch ultimo, on
e suifects of the orders in council and the British
Hlckades, to which T was anxious to reply, a: the
Bietime that;] obeyed the orders of the president
Signfied in your letler abovementioned.

The purport of this declaration appeared to be
that the repeal of the decrees of Berlin and Milan
would take efiect from the 15t of November, provid-
cd thet Great Dritain, antecedently to that day,
and in consequence of this declaration, shonld ver.
voke theorders in_council, aud should renounce
thosc principles of bloclade which the French go-
vernment alleged to be new. A separate condition
velating to America seemed also Lo be contained in
this declaration, by which Awerica might under-
stand that the decrees of Berlin and Milan would
be actually repealed on the Ist of November, 1510,
provided that America should resent any refusal of
the Biiish government to renounce the new pria-
ciples o blockade and to evoke the orders in coun-
eil.

appears that the American

By your explanation it

anan: ly, and sent it in
P her note, and a note on the 15th respecting two
merican schooners lately captured on_ their way
o Bordeaux, for @ breach of the ordess in council.
Gapies of all these papers are enclosed.

My answer tolord Welleslew’s letter was written
inder the pressure of indisposition and the influ-
tace of more indignation than could well be sup
prssed,  His letter proves, what scarcely required
Do, that if the presen
e cannot be friends with England. I need not
analyseit to you.

Tamstill 5o weak as to findit convenient to make.
s letter a short one, and will therefore only add,
that ] have derived great satisfaction from your in-
structions of the 15th of November, and have de
termined to return to the United States in the
‘Essex. Shewill go to L’Orient for Mr. Grayson,
and then come to Cows for me and my family. I

overnment_continaes, |ir

the letter of the ¥rench
inister as aonouncing an absolute repeal on the
1st of November, 1810, of the French decrees of
Berlin and Milan, which repeal, however, is not to
continue in force, unless the Buitish government

within areasonable time after the 1st of November,

11810, shall fulfil the two conditions stated distinetly

in the letter of the French minister. Under this

cplanation, if nothing move had been required
om Great Britaia for the purpose of sccuring the
continuance of the repeal of the French decrees
than the repeal of our orders in council, I should
not have hesitated to declare the perfect readiness of
this governmeyt to fulfil that condition. On these
terms the Bricish government has always been sin-
cerely disposed to repeal the orders in council. K
appears, howdver, not only by the letter of the
French minister but by your explanation, that the

aleolate on sailing about the last of February.
The choice of a charge d’affires embarrasses me
exceedingly, but 1wiil do the best [ can. The
dispatches by the Essex were delivered to me by
lieatenant Rodgers on Sunday. 1 have the honor
tobe, &e. Wor. PINKNEY.
Rolert Smith, Esq. $c. §e. §c.

LOED WELLESLEY 70 ME. PINKNEY.

Forcign Office, December 29, 1810.

Aging thereceipt of yoar.

vepeal of the orders in council will fiot satisfy cither
the French or the American government. The
British government is further required by Lie letter
of the French minister to renounce those princiz
ples of blockade which the French government ai-
leges to benew. A reference to the tems of the
Berlin decree will serve to explain the extent ofthis
{requisition. The Berlin decree states that Grezt
Britain « extends the right of blockade to com-
mercial unfortified towns, and to ports, harbors
and mouths of rivers, which according to the prin-

vo
efthe 10th instant, I must express my tegret that|

youshould have thought it necessary to introduce
oo that letter any topics which might tend to in
feyrupt the conciliatory spirit in which it is the
i i ition of his s to
o

is majesty’s g
conduct every negociation with the government
the United States.

Trom an anxious desire to avoid all discussion of
that tendency, T shall proceed without any further
observation to communicateto you the view which

ples and practice of all civilized nations is oniy
applicable to fortified places.”  Ou the part of the
‘American government, | understand you to require
Lhat Great Britain should revokeher order of block-
ade of May, 1806. Combining .your requisition
with that of the French minister, 1 must conclude,
that America, demands the revocation of that order
of blockade as a practical instance of our renuncia-
tiom of those principles of blockade which are cos-
demned by the French government. Those prin-

his majesty’s taken of the

question, which formed the object of .my enguiry
during our conference of the 5th instant.” Thelet
ter of the French minister for foreign -affairs to the|
American minister at Paris, of the 7th August,1810,
did dotappear to his majesty’s government to con-
tain such a notification of the repeal of the French
decrees of Berlin and_Milan as cowdd justify his

ciples of blockade Gireat Britain has asserted to be

ient and established by the laws of maritime
war, acknowledged by all civilized nalions, and on
which depend the most valuable rights and interests
of this nation. 1f the Berlin and Milan decrees
are to be considered as still in force, unless Great
Buitain shall renounce these estabiished founda-
Lions of her maritime nghts and interests, the pe.
viodof timeis not yet arrived, when-the repeal of

majesty’s government in repealing the British or-
ders i council. That_letter states, * That the
“decrees of Berlin and Milan are revoked, and that
“from the first of November, 1810, they will cease
Stobein force, it being understood that iz conse
# quence of this declaration the Englishehail revoke
“mg.r_nl-der§ lx;n council wnd renounce the new
“principles of blockade, which they have attempt.
el to gstablish,” B o,

her orders in council can be cl imed from her, i
ther with referencc to the promise of this goversi-
ment ox to the safety and honot of the nation,—
T trust that the justice of the American govern

ment will not consider, that France by the repezs
{of her obnoxious decrees under such o condition,
{Ras pisced the question in that state which cau
|warrant America in enforeing the non intercoun

izt against Greas Britain end not sgainst France,
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Tn reviewing the actualstate of this question, Ame-

than a per:cverance in oppressivenovelics, 1 op.

rica cannot ful to observe ich
o aatabof meneral naliun higrheon placed by
many recent acts of the Fn:nnh government.—
Nor can America reasonably £t

such a_disposition in

those who enforce zhem, as in those whose patience

they cuanucLo exercise.
the

ofsiolence and injustice now pursued by France
with wnremitted act while it serves to illus-
trats the true apisic of her intentions) should not|
regniresome precautions of defence on the part of
Great Britain.

Having thos stated my view ofthe several consi-
derations from the letter of the French
Tofaistet, and fro that with which you have honor-,
ed ms, it remains only to express my solcitnde,
that you should correct any interpretation of either
If either by the

which you may deem ertoncons.

terms of the original decree to which the French la,

winister’s letter refers, or by any_other authentic
docament you can prove, that the decrees of Berlin
and Milan ave absolutely repealed, and that no fur-
ther condition s required of Great Britain than the
repeal of her orders in_couneil, I shall receive any
1ch information with most sincere satisfaction,
desiring you to understand that the British govern.
ment rétajus an ansious solicitude to revolze Zie or-

in council, as soon as the Berlin and Milan de-
es shall be cflectually repealed without condi-
tionsinjurious to the maritime rights and honor of
the united kingdom.

Ed

to
[ have the honor to be, with the greatest respect

and consideration, sir, your most obedicut humble

servant,
(Signed) WELLESLEY.
s, ¥ TO LORD WELLESLEY.
Gzrnt(’mnhm land Pluce, 4th Jun. 1811
My Lowp,—I havereceived the letter which you

id me the hanor to addressto me on the 20th of st
month, and will not fail to transmit & copy of it to
y government. In the mean time, I take the i
berty to trouble you with the following .
swhich a severe indisposition has prevented mefro
piepmrm sconer.

e first paragraph scems to make it proper for
me Lo bk;;m ving, that the topics introduced
into my letter'of the 10th of Dec. were intimately
comnested wih it principal subject, and nivly vo-
ed toillastrate and_explain it; and consequently
that, if they had not the gond fortunc to be accept;
able'to yoar lovdship, the fault was not mine.

1t was scarcely possible to speak, with more mo
darstion, thin my paper
o7 invasions of the rights of the United
Which It necessarily reviewsd, 1nd of the
apparent reluctance of the British government to
farbear those invasions in future. 1 donot know
that 1 could more carefully have abstained from
whatever might tend to disturb the spirit which
your lordship ascribes to his majesty's government,
if, instead_of being utterly barren and unproduc
tive, it had ooeasionally been visible in some prac
tieal result, in some concession either to fricndship
ar to justice. 1t wonld not havebeen very surpr
ing, tor very culpable, perhaps, i bad wholly fo
gattento address myselfto a spirit of conciliation
Sihich had met the most equitable. ehims with
steady and unceasing repulsion : which hud yield-
ed nothing that could be denied; and had answer.
o complaints of mjury hy multiplying Lhcvl‘cau\&
With this forgetulness, however, |
ble; for, against ail the dxxcon"'wcmenb su
by the past, < acted still upon a_pres

ibits, of that portion of |9

" have told you so in_explicit terms.

Tpo he second para.
xrmph T st obscrve, thac the [nrbcmahcc, which
it announces, might have afforded some satisfug.
tion, if it had heen followed by such cmissions s
my government is entitled to expect, i
further manil

pied. Tthas
never been my practice to seek rlxscn!smnsofwhnch
the tendency s merely to irritate ; but I beg your
lordship to be assured that I feel no desnn 5 avoid
them, whatever may be their tendency, when the
rights of my country require to be vindicated
dinst pretensions that deng snd conduct that in.
ges th
1T compr ehend the other parts of your lordship's
tetter they declare in effect that the British govern,
ment will repeal nothing but the orders in counl
and that it cannot at present uml even them, be.
»|cause, in the first place, the French government
has required, in the letter of the duke of Cadoreto
eneral Armstrong of the the 5th of August, not
only that Great Britsin shall revoke those order

the Berlin decree) which France alleges to be

new ; and, in the second place, because the Ameri.
can government, has (as you conclude) demanded
the revocation of the British order of blockade of
May 1506,as & practicalinstance of that same renun.
ciation, or in other words, has made itself @ party,
ot openly indeed but indirecdly and covertly, 3

he entire requisition of France, as you understand
Lhntnqmslll n.

Ltis certainly true that the American government
has required, as mdlspensnlﬂa inthe view of its acts
of intercourse and non-intercourse, the annulment
of the Btitish blockade of May 1806, and farther

hat it has through me declared its confident expe.
mon that other blockades of  similar character
(including that of the island of Zealand) will be dis-
continned,  Bat by what process of reasoning your
lordship has arrived at the conclusion, that the go.

vernment of the United States, intended by this
requisition, to become the champion of the edict of
Berlin, to fushion its principles by those of France,
while it affected to adhere to its own, and to actup-
some partnership in doctrines, which it would
fain induce you to acknowledge but could not pre-
vail upon itself to avow, I am notable to conjecture.
"The frank and bonorable character of the Ameri-
can government justifies me in saying ¢
meant to demand of Great Britain an abjuration of
all such principles as the French government may
think fit to disapprove, it wonld not have put your
lwm..p to the trouble of discovering that meaning
by the aid of combinations and inferences discoun-
tenanced by the language of its minister, but would
t [ have
to request of your lordship, thercfore, is, “that you
will take our views and principles from our own
mouths, and that neither xhc Berlin decree norany
cther act of any foreign state, may be made to speek
for us what we have not spoken for ourselves.
‘The principles of blockade which the American
overnment professes, and upon the foundation of
Which protested against the order

on. |of May l&hﬁ, and the other kindred innovations of

that the disposition to conciliate, so often profrsse:]
Would fnally e proved by some. better  cvidence

these extraordinary times, have already been 50
clearly explained fo your lordship, in my lotter o




THE WEEKLY REGISTER—ORDERS IN COUNCIL, &e.

tember, that it is hardly possible to
the St ‘;:usetpand pic 4 el e e
ooy the plainest. considerations of universal
e will find them supported by a strength
Jent, and u weight of authority, of whicl:
g areely stand in need, in the papers, which
o mpany this letter, or were transmitted in
1t of Septembér. L will not recapitulate what 1
et Soprove; but 1 must avail myself of this
ity fo call your lordship’s attenton a
R, in a particular manner, to one of the
s hich my letter of September refers. 1
B the copy of an official note, of the 12th of
il 1804, from Mr. Merry to Mr. Madison, re.
iing 2 pretended blockade of Martinique and
Bxitope. No ¢ can add to the valae
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besieged place s the evidence by which we decide
whether the siege which may be commenced, rais-
ed, recommenced and raised again, is continued or
not ; that of course a mere notification to a neutral
minister shall not be relied upon, as affecting, with
kuowledge of the actual existence of a blockade,
cither his government or its citizens, that a vessel,
cleared or bound to a blockaded port, shall not be
considered as violating in any manner the blockade,
unless on her appronch towards such port she
shall have been previously warned not to enter
it 5 that this view of the law, in itself perfectly
correct, is peculiarly important to nations situated
ata great distance from the belligerent parties, and
therefore incapable. of obtaining other than tardy

and perspicuous exposition of the law oi
e mae by England hersel, in mainte
nince f rules, which have been respected and up
e, in all seacons and on all oceasions, by the
goverment of the United States. 1 will leave it,
feelore, to your lordship’s consideration, with

tion of the actual state of their ports, that
whole coasts andcountvies shall not be declared
(for they can never be more than declared) to be
in astate of blockade, and thus the vight of block-
ade be converted into the means of extinguishing
the trade of neatral nations; and lastly that every
blockade should be impartial in its operation, or in
other words, shall not open and shut for the con-

is remark, that, while that paper exists, it|
W ierporfuous to seck in any Fronoh
ir the opinions of the American government on
the mater of it.

The steady fidelity of the government of the
Urited States to its opinions on that interesting
sabjectis known to every body. Thesame princi
s, which are found in the letter of Mr. Madison to
J Thornton of the 27th of Octaber 1503, already
beore you, were asserted in 1799, by the American
miister at this court, in his correspondence with
Jord Greneille, respecting the blockade of some of|
theports oi Holland ; were sanctioned, in a letter
of the 20th of September 1500, from the Secrctary
o Sate of the United States to Mr. King, of which
anextractis enclosed; were insisted upon in re

ted stractions to Mr. Monroe, and the special
mision of 13063 have been maintained by the
Urited States against others, as well as against Eng.
hnd, 35 will appear by the enclosed copy of instruc
tion, dated the 215t of October 1501, from Mr. Se-
reary Madison to Mr. Charles Pinkney, the Ame.
fiean minister a3 Madrid ; and finally were adhered
by the United States when belligerent, in the case|
afthe blockade of Tripoli.

Afew words will give a summary of those princi-
ples; and when recalled to your remembrance, | am
motwithout hopes that the” strong grounds of law|
and right on which they stand will be as apparent to
your lordship as they are to me.

10 means clear that it may not fairly be
tantended, on principle and early usage, that a ma-
rtimelockade is incomplete with regard tostates at
peace, unless_the place which it would affect is in..
veted by landas wellas by sea. The United States,
howeves, have called for the recognition of nosuch
rile. They appear to have contented themselves
with urging in substance, that ports not actually
Hlockaded by a present, adequate, stationary force.
employed by a power which attacks them shall not.
be considered as shut to nentral trade in articles
that, thougl it is usual
€ notice to neutral nations
when ke intends to institute a hlockade, it is pos-
sible that he may not act upon his intention at all,
orthat he may execute it insufliciently, or that he.
may discontinue his blockade, of which it is not

g

gutomary (o give anv notice s that consequently,
thepresence of the blackading force s the natural
citerion by which the neutral is enabled to ascer-
in the existence of the blockade at any given pe
tiod, iulike manner as the astual investment of a.

ven of the party that institutes it, and at the
same time vepel the commerce of the rest of the
world, 50 as to become the odions instrument of an
unjust monopoly, instead of a measure of honora-
ble war,

These principles are too moderate and just to fur-
nish any motive to the British government for hesi-
tating (o revoke its orders in cotncil and those ana.
logous orders of hlockade which the United States
expect to be vecalled. It can hardly be doubted
that Great Britain will ultimately accode to them in
their fullest extent; but if that bea sanguine cal-
culation, (as I trust it is not) it is still incontrover-
tible, that a disinclination at thismomentto acknow-

ledge them, can suggest no rational inducement for
declining to repeal, at once, what every principle
disowns, and what must be repealed at lust.

With regard to the rules of blockade which the
French government expects you to abandon, 1 do
not takke upon me to decide whether they are such
as your lordship supposes them tobe ornot.  Your
view of them may be correct; but it may also be
erroneous ; and it is wholly immaterial to the caso
between the United States and Great Britain whe.
therit he the one or the other.

As to such British dockades as the United Statcs
desire you to relinguish, you will not, [ am sure,
allege ‘that it is any reason for adhering to them
that France expects you to relinquish ofkers, If
our demands are suited to the measure of our own
rights, and of your obligations as they respect those
vights, you cannot think of founding a rejection of
them upon any imputed exorbitance in the theories
of French government, for which weare not respon-
sible, and with which we have no concern. If,
when you have done justice to the United States,

ur enemy should call upon you Lo go farther,
what shall prevent you from refsi Your frée
agency will in no respect haveleen impaived. Vour
case will be better, in_truth and in the opinion of
mankind, and you will be therefore, stronger in
maintaining it provided that, in doingso you re-
sort only to legitimate means and do not once
more forget the rights of others while you seck to
vindicate vour own. Whether France will he sa-
tisfied with what you may do, is not to be known
by anticipation, and omght not ta be 2 subject of
inquiry. So vague a spcealation has nothing to do
yonr duties to nations at peace, and, if it Jad,
would anmihilate them. It cannot serve your inte.

rests ; for it tends to lessen the numbér of your
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friends, without adding to your security aginst
your enemies.  You are reqtired, thereiore, to do
Tight and to leave the consequences to the fatare,
swhen by doing right you have every thing to gain|
and nothing to lose.

As to the orders in council, which professed to
be a reluctant departare from all ordinary rules,
and to be justified only as a System of retaliation
for a pre-existing measure of France, their founda
tion (such s it was) is gone the moment that mea-
sureis no longer in operation. But the Lerlin de
cree is repealed ; and even the Mifan decree, the
successor of your orders in council, is repealed lsc.

is it, then, that your orders have outlived

s i
those edicts, and that they are still to oppress and
harrass as before? Your lordship answers this ques-
tion explicitly enough, but not satisfactorily. You

o not allege that the French decrees aré not re
pealed ; but you imagine that the repeal s not to
remain in force, unless the Britis!
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1 do not mean to grant, for I do not thi

|the edict of Berlin 2:d a¢ any time lend A\:I:I&ch;::
of equity to the British orders in council with
ference to the United States ; but it might ressor,
ably have been expected that they, who have sy
much relied upon it as a justification, would haye
suffered it and them to sink together. . How this s
forbidden by your safey or your kanor remaing ty
be explained ; and I am not willing to believe thy
ither the on or the other s inconsistent with the
observance or substantial justice, and with the
prosperity and rights of peaceful states.

Although your lordship has slightly remarked
upon certain recent acts of the French government
and has spoken in geeral terms of ¢ the system of
violence and injustice now pursued by France s
requiting ¢ some precautions of defence on the part
of Great Britain,” I do not perceive that you de.
duce any consequence from these observations, in
favor of & in th i il,

shall, in addition to the revocation of its orders in
council, abandon its system of blockade. 1 am
not conscious of having stated, as_your lordship
seems to think, that this is so ; and 1'believe in fact
that it is otherwise. Even if it were admited
however, the orders in council ought nevertheless
to be revoked. Can “the safety and honor of the
British nation” demand that these orders shall con
tinue to outrage the public law of the world and
sport with the undisputed rights of neutral com-
merce, after the pretest which was at first invented
for them is gone ? Butyou are menaced with a revi-
val of the French system, and conscquently may
again be farnished with the same pretext! Be it so';
et still, as the system and the pretext are at presenl
at an end, so of course should be your orders.

According to your mode of reasoning, the situa-
tion of neutral trade is hopeless indeed. Whether
the Berlin decree exists or not, it is equally to justi-
fy your orders in council. ~Youissued them before
it was any thing but a shadow, and, by doing so,
gave to it all the substance it could ever claim. It
15 at this moment nothing. It is revoked, and has
passed away, according to your own admission.—
Vou choose, however, to look for its re-appearance,
and you make your own expectation equivalent to
the decree itself. Compelled to concede that there
is mo anti-neutral French edict in operation upon
the ocean, you think it sufficient to say that there
will esuch an edict you know not when, andin the

ime you do all you can to verify your own
prediction, by giving to your enemy all the provo.
cation in your power to resume the decrees Which
he has abandoned.

For my part, my lord, I know not whatit is that
the British-government requires, with a view to
‘what it calls_its safety and its honor, asan induce
ment to rescind its orders in council. It does not,
1 presume, imagine that such a system will be suf:
fered to ripen into law. It must iatend to refin-
quish it sooner or later, as one of those violent
experiments, for which time can do nothing, and
to which submission will be hoped in vail et,
even after the professed foundation of this mischie:
ous system is taken away, another and another is
industricusiy procured for it : so that no man can
tell at what time, or under what circumstances, it
is likely to have an end. When realities cannot be
found, " possibilities supply their place, and that,
which wasoriginaliy said to beretaliation for actual
injury, becomes at last (if such a solecism can be
endured or imagined) retaliation far appreliended|
injuries, which the future may or may not prodace
but whichit is certain have ne existence now,

s council,
am not myself aware of any edicts of France which,
now that the Berlin and Milan decrees are repealed,
affect the rights of neutral commerce on the seas,
And you will yourselves admit that if any of the
acts of the French government, resting on terito.
vial sovereignty, have injured, or shall hereafter
injure, the United States, it is for them, and for
them only, to seck redress. In like manneritis
for Great Britain to determine what precautions of
defence those measures of France, which you de-
nominate unjust and violent, may render it éxped.
ent for ber to adopt. The United States have only
to insist that a sacrifice of their rights shall not be
among the number of those precautions.

In replying to that passage in your letter, whith
adverts to the American act of non-intercourse, it
is only necessary to mention the proclamation of
the president of the United States of the 2d of No-
vember last, and the act of congress, which my
letter of the 215t of September communicated, and
to add, thaticis in the power of the British govern-
ment (o prevent the non intercourse from being en.
forced against Great Britain,

on the concluding paragragh of your letter [
will barely observe, th ot in possession of
any document which you are likely to consider as
authentic, shewing that the French decrees are
«absolutely revoked upon the single condition of
the revocation of the British orders in council ;"
but that the information, which 1 have ltely re-
ceived from the American legation at Paris, con-
firms what I have alrcady stated, and 1 think
proved, to your lordship, that those decrees are
repealed and have ceased to have any effect. 1 will
now trespass on you no farther then to suggest,
that it would have given me sincere pleasureto be
enabled to say as much of the British ordersin coun-
cil, and of the blockades, from which it isimpossi-
ble to distinguish them.

I have the honor to be, with great respect and
consideration, my lord, your lordship’s most obe-
dient humble servant, WM. PINKNEY.
The most noble the marquis Wellesley, . §e. §e.

CONTINUED.)

Affair.of the Chesapeake.
Message to the senate and house of representatives of
the United States.

1 communicate to congress copies of a eorrespons
dence between the envoy extraordinary and minis-
ter plenipotentiary of Great Britain and the secre-
|tary of state relative to the aggressions committed
by a British ship of war on the United States frigite
Chesapeake, by which it will be seen that (b

essary
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i between the two countries, i
o e reparation which has béen
vl JAMES MADISON.

%

m,,,-w‘ ny Nov. 13, 1811.

ER TO ME. MONROE.
8 ”"mnm)gmu, Octoder 30, 1511
ady the honor to mention to you
B atiny fataiahes with nstrac.
o o his royal highness the prince regent, in
e and on behalfof his majesty, for the pur.
of proceeding to a final adjustment of the
{furences which have arisen between Great Britai
nd he United States of America in the affair of the
Chsapeske frigate, and Lhad also that of acquaint-
ing youwith the necessity under which 1 found
myelfof suspending the execution of those in-
B hoes 1. consequence of my not having per.
‘zéved that any steps whatever were taken by the
Anesican government to clear up the circumstan-
cesof an event which threatened so materially to
jnteropt the harmony subsisting between our to
cmiies, s that which occurred in the month of|
It May, between the United States ship President,
ani bis majesty’s ship Little Belt, when every evi
deace before his majesty’s government seemed to
show that a most evident and wanton outrage had
bncommitted on a British sloop of war by an
Anetican commodore. 3
Acourt of inguiry however, as you informed
meinyour letter of the 11th instant has since been
"held by order of the President of the United ‘States.
y b e

n|17, 1809, to Mr. Smith),

3R, FOSTER TO MR, MONROE.
Washington, Nov. 11,1811,
Sta—In pursuance of the orders which I have
received from his royal highness the prince ro
in the name and on the i
the purpose of procecding to a final adjustment of
the differences which have arisen between Great
Britain and the United States in the affair of the
Chesapeake fiigate, Lhavethe honor to acquaintyou
First, that L am instracted to repeat to the Ame-
rican government the prompt disayowal made by his
majesty (and recited in Mr. Erskine’s note of April
on being apprised of the
unauthorised act of the ofiicer in command of his
naval forces on the coast of America, whose recal
from an highly important and honorable command
immediately ensued asa mark of his majesty’s dise
robation.
econdly, that Tam authorised to offer in a
tion tothat disavowal, on the part of his rayal high-
ness, the immediate restoration, as far a3 cicenm.
stances will admit, of the men who in consequence
of admiral Berkley’s orders were forcibly taken out
of the Chesapeake o the vessel from which they
were taken ; or if that ship should be no longer in
commission to such sea port of the United States as
the American government may name for the pur-

pose.
Thirdly, that Iam also authorised to offer to the
American i iz i
sion for the sufferers in consequence of the attack
on the Chesapeake, including the families of those

of ers, an
inary to further discussion on the subject,
lithat I asked in the first instance as due to
the iendship subsisting between the two states, I

who fell'in the action, and of
the wounded survivors.

These honorable propositions, I can assure you,
sir, are made with the sincere desire. that they may

Iavenow the honor to acquaint you that 1am ready
toproceed in the truest spirit of conciliation to lay
Tefore you the terms of reparation which his royal
lighness has commanded me to propose to the
Tnited States’ government, and only wait to know
when it will suit your convenience to enter upon
thediscussion,

Lhavethe honor to be, with the highest conside
ntionand respect, sir, your most obedient humble
servant, AUG. J. FOSTER.
Tie hon. James Monroe, §c. §:c. §ro.

FROM MR. MONROE T0 MR. FOSTER.

Department of state, Oct. 31, 1811.
Sin—Ihave just had the honor to receive your
letter of the 30th of this month.

Lam glad to find that the communication which
Ihad the honor to make to you on the 11th inst.
elative to the court of inquiry, which was the sub
detof it is viewed by youin the favorable light
which you have stated.

Alihough 1 regret, that the proposition which
you now make in i

3y to the ¢ of the United
States, and I triwst they will meet with that amica-
ble reception which their conciliatory nature enti-
tles them to. T need scarcely add how cordially T
ljoin with you in the wish that they might prove in-
o 'uctory to a removal of all the differences depea-
ding between our two countries,

have the honor to be, with the greatest conside-
ration and respect, sir, your most obedient humble

servant,
AUG. J. FOSTER.,
To tiie hon. James Monroe, §e. Sc. .
HE. MONROE TO 3R, FOSTER.
November 12,1811
S1z—T havehad the honor to receive your letter
of the Ist Novemberand tolay it before the president.
Itis much to be regretted that the reparation duc
for such an aggression as that committed on the
United States frigate the Chesapeake, should have
been so long delayed ; nor could the translation of
the offending officer from onc command to another,

{on, has been delayed to the present moment, 1 am
ready o receive theterms of it whenever you

be regarded as a part of a reparation
otherwise satisfactory ; considering however the
isting ci £ (h

think proper to communicate them.  Permit me to
add,that the pleasure of finding them sati
willbe duly augmented, if they should be
tory toa removal of all the differences depen
beiveen our tvo countries, the hope of which is so

ncouraged by our Iast correspondence. 4
Prospect of such a result will be_embraced, on my
Mt with a spirit of conciliation, equal to that
Which hasbeen expressed by you.

Thave the honor to be, &e.

JAS. MONROE.

g Boster, e, . ge.

isfctory [ the

xisting s of ( dthe earlyand
amicable attention paid to it by his royal highness
inceregent, the president accedes to the pro

position contained in your letter, and in' o doing

ng|your gosernment will, I am persuaded, see a proot

of the conciliatory disposition by which the presi-
dent has been actuated.

The oficer commanding the Chesapeake now
lying in the harbor of Boston, will be instructed to
receive the men who are to be restored to that ship.

I have the honor, &e.
JAS. MONROE.
Augustus I. Foster, Evg. ge.$e. ge.
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES.
Our sketch of the proceedings of congress for
the wesk last past, must necessarily be sho

THE WEEKLY RECISTER—CONC[{ESS, &e.

A resolation was agreed to instrueting the con
mitee of commerce and mnnleacturex toi inguirein.
the of

as yet nothing of great interest has been done.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

Friday, November'8.—On motion of Mr. Dawson

Resolved, that a committec be appointed to bring
i a bill for the apportionment of represcntatives
aniong the several states, according to the third enu.
meration.

Some private petitions were received and referred
and slioa message from the prosident, inclosing
two letters from our present plenipotentiary in

France, &c. which shall bcdulynauced The house. I

adjourned till Hon
‘Bonday, November 11.—The following members
form the several standing commn:tccs viz.
Committec of tways and. me
Messrs. Bacon, Cheves, Smilie, [nblx Burweli,
.Ynhnsen and Pitki
Camnittce af commerce and manulﬁzc! ures.

csats. Newlon, Lowndes, Mitchll, MKim,
Talladge, Seybert and Tallm
it of claims.—Messrs. Dassett, Dutler,

Shaw, Brown, Mosely, Stanfordand Archer.
Committee of public lands.
Morrow, MKee, Gold, Breckenridge,
Blackledge, Boyd, Scnith, of Pen.
Comnmittee for the district of Columbia.
Messrs. Lewis, Ringgold, Piper, Peatson, Baker,
Stow and Ormsby.
Commiltee o f: evisal and unfvm/ml business.
Messts. Seybert, Jacksonand I
Lvmmlﬂu of accounts.
Messrs. Turner, Blount and Little.
Commuec of the apportionment of the representulives.
Mes: 2wsot, nmms rundy, Hall,
Toew Flany pshive,) Quincy, Potter, Mosely, Stmng
Torer, Condit, Miluin, hlnght, Ridgeley, Alston,
Bibb, Morrow and M+Kee. 2
Committee of post-offices and post-roads.
Messrs. Rhea, fPI:)rm‘VL sle, %munoor Tag-
i, Pokier, Loy, CHitbanien, Huity, Ridgeley,
Kent, Shefley, King, Earle, Hall, (of Georgia,)
Desha and Morrow.
November12..

1 he house was chicfly occupied in

from certain lesolnlmns offored by Mr. Smilie, for
referring different sections of the president’s mes.
sage to different committacs, vhich wore agreed to.
Sundry petitions were received and a good deal of |
minor business done.
Novenber 13. A message was received from the P
president cov between Mr.

ofifon, ether by imposing adaitisnsl dages.
hlh\!mothe lmpona‘:wxx o certain inds cpioL
iz SEXATS have also rferred the message (o
ecreral B St o the e it
ral Smith brought ina bill to make farther prosun
for the corps of engineers ; which, on the 13th was
reud a scond time and refurred—same day he o
ed a vesolution to request information of the pres;
dent, whether tobacco of the United Staies *nyey b
purchased by the Regie, to the full consumption of
nce,” and, also Lo obtain a tariff of the duties ym.
sed by France on sundry articles the produce. gy
Frnulastuve of the Unied ‘St &

RRATA.

The Nutional Intelligencer, from which we have co
picd e documents, has noticed the (ollowing er
Tors ; which the reader will please to correct:
Ereira.—In our paper of Wednesday, owing to

great huste, two or three slight errors occurred ; [n

SIr. Monroe’s letter to Mr. Foster, dated Oct, 1, the

following words oceur at the end ofa paragraph hear

the conclusion of the letter, viz, Doy were e

4o it by tie law of natigns 1t should be,  tiey

“were liable to it ecording (o the A of nations us

“asserted Great Brif

n errorin nn!unlmnm nnolherpartnnlmme
letter materialy. changes the seuse of ths sentence.

The following is the sentence as it was printed i

““An explanation ofthe cause ofthat supposed silence
«is not less due to myself, than to the true character

«of the transaction with the minister with whom I

< had the honor to treat. I may add, that an officii

«“formal complaint was not likely to be resorted to,

« because friendly communications were invitedand

« preferred.

The first sentence should have ended at theword

“trunsaction.” The other sentence would then read
—¢ With the minister with whom T had the honarto

¢ treat, T may add that an oificial complaint was not

«likely to be resorted to, e.”

“The general interest excited by the docamentsac.
companying the president’s message, and an carnest
desire to lay them before our readers ina compactand
regalar form as soon as possible, has induced us o
fsshe an additional supplencat to No. 10, and com
pelled us to excludealmost every thingelse. Thcy\nll
repay the Seader for the labor of pclusmg them.—
h

Monrocand M l\Ir. F aster xnnu‘.hr)g the attack onthe
Ches«pm ce preceding pe ,) and alsoa retarn
of thelate ceusus of the United States.
“The following gentlemen have been named upon
the sclect committees appointed yesterday :
Committce of foreign velations.—Messts. Porte
lehaun Grundy, Smilie; Randolph, Harper, !\.L,),

Desha aver.
O 1 2 Messvs. Williams, Wright,
Jacon, N S\o\v, Mawell and Talmadge.

,, $ essrs. Cheer
aincys Gook, MeKim and Fick.
o the Syaish American  colonics
Mitchill, Bibb, Blackledge, Taggart, Champ mn,
Buder and Shaw.
Gathe man+fuctering of cannon, smll ar
Messr. Seybert, Li ¢, Goodwin, Tracy and Star-

6 Tndian o frs—Messrs. MeKee, Seaver, Mor-
rorw, Shefiey and Brown.

he documents is to be fc the
“cadjustment of the affair of the lempmln »

We had several things to mention this week of
some concern o the public and ours.!
postpone them. 1t is probable we may is
-, {supplement next weck,by which we shall getthrough
the press of documents, and afford room for a con-

siderable portion of miscellaneous matter.

47 Theexertion made to lay the docaments be-
fore the readers of the Register has prevented the
editor from completing the second edition of his four
Lt umiers. but. they will soon be rendy for dlt

and careflly transmiitted to all the new sub-
Sceiirs who hive doF tecelved theat,
On hund— Cebes,” No. 2—and a valuable ¢ ac-

.| count of the manner's and customs of theancientin-

habitants of Lonisiana—government—history, &
Se. from Lrackenridge’s sketches, corvected and
amended by the suthor, and politely transmitied by

im from St. Louis.
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Public Documents.

. Pinlency, our late minister to Great
E,—;:,?»’:,ltl:(hesecﬂluy)‘y of state, and of Mr. Rus.
i, our late charge daffaires in fra:l:c to Mr.
Pinkney.—CONTINVED FROM PAGE 199,

INKNEY 70 LORD WELLESLEY.
heat Camberiand Place, 130k Jan. 1811.
Mruonp—After a lapse of many months since
Ihad thehonor to receive and convey to my govern:
‘nent your lordship’s repeated assurances, written
el verbal, (which you declined, however,
putinto an official form) #that it was your jnten-
‘«fion immediately to recommend the appointment|
«of 2 minister Plenipotentiary from the King to

THE MARQUIS WELLESLEY T0 Mw. PINKNEY,

Foreign Office, Lebruary 11, 1511,
Sin—The leter wiioic] i the homor to feecine
from you, under date the 13th of Junuary, 1511,
has been submitted to his royal highness the prince.

regent. X
In communicating to you the orders whi
have received from his roy:
Ject of your letter, 1 am’ commanded to abstain
{rom any course of argument, and (rom any expres-
sion, which thowever justified by the genéral tenor
of your observations) “might tend to interrupt the
good understanding which it is the wish of his ros-
|al highness on behalf of his majesty to maintuin
with the government of the Duited States.
No statement contained in your letter appents to

h 1
al highness on the sub-

{ehe United States,” the British government con
fnues to be rep! d at Washington by a ¢/
inffire, and no steps whatever appear to have
H ken to falf the expectation which the above-
Benioned assurances produced and justified.

T this tate of thiugs it has become my duty to
sorm your lordship, in compliance wich my in-|
Eivcions, that the government of the United
St cannot continue to be represented here by 2

inis ipotentiary.

P poetare, 3s the stnation of the King's
erament will permit, 1 shall wish to take iny

ﬁ:: and return to America in the United States

figus Essex, now lyingat Plymouth; Raving first

piged, 15 Lam specially authorised to do, aiit per-.

fontotake charge of the affairs of the American
jon i this country.

FBL e the honer to be

e
(Signed) . PINKNEY.
The mont noble the Marquis Weliesley.
MR PINKNEY TO LORD WELLESLEY.
Great Cuomberland Pluce, 15tk Jan. 1811,
Mrrosp—L have the honor to inform you, that|
ithasbeenrepresented to me that two Ameijcan ves
s the schooner Polly and the schooner Mary,)
laden with codfish, and bound from Machlehead to
Bordeaux, in France, have since the 1st inst. been
aptored and brought into Plymouth as prizes, for
animpated breach of the British orders in council.
myduty to demand the restoration of these
vesels and their eargoes to the American owners,
together with compensation for their unjust
tion, and liberty to resume the voyages which that
deention has interrupted. { have the honor (0 be, Sc..
(Signed) Vi PINKNE
The most noble the Marquis Vellesleg, S
Eatract of cletter from My. Pinkney to thoseeretary,
of statt of the United States.
“ Loxpox, Pebraavy 12, 1811.
“Treccived a few honrs since a letier from lovd
Wellesley (2 cony of which is enclosed,) in answer
tomine.of the 14th ult. respecting the British or
dessin council and blockadgs.

general principles whith I had the honor
to communicate to you in my letter of the 29th of
December, 1810.

Grept Britain has always insisted upon her xight
of self-defence against the system of commercial
warfare pursued by France; and the Lritish orders
of ol Wt foonded wpon a just principle of
retaliation against the French decvees. The k-
dental operation of the orders of council upon the
commerce of the United States (although deeply
to belamented,) must be ascribed exclusively o the
violence and injustice of the enemy, which con pel.
led this country Lo resort to adequiate means of de.
It cannot now be admitted that the fovnda-
tion of the original question should be changed,
and that the measure of retaliation adopted against
France should now be relinquished at the desire of
the government of the United States, without any
reference to the actual conduct of the encmy.

"Che intention has been repeatedly declaveds [ re-
pealing the orders of council, whenever Franes
shall actually have revoked the decrees of Berlin
and Milan, and have restored the trade 'of neu.
tral nations to the condition in which it stood pre-
viously to the promulgation of those decrees. I
admitting that France has suspended the gper:
of those decrecs, or has repeated ¢
ence to the United States, it is evident that she has
ot relinguished the condiions expressly dectared
in the letter of the French minister, underdute the
5th of August, 1810. France theye i
that Great Britain shall not only repeal the orders
of council, but rencunee thase principles of block-
ade which arealledgedin the sumeletters to be new,
an allegation which must be nnderstood to refer to
the introductory part of the Berlin decree. ff
Great Britain shali not submit to these terms, 1t is
plainly intimated in the same letter that France re-

uires Amatica ta en'vece them

To these conditions his royal highaess on hehulf
of his maiesty, cannot accede. No principles of
blockade fiuve been pron-nlgated or acied upon by

eat Britain previously to the i deeree,
which are nt siistly conformable to the rights of

?

ven
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civilized war and to the approved usages and law
of mations. 'The blockudes cstablished by the orders
of conncil rest upon separate grounds, and are
;(\lsuhcd by the principles of necessary retaliation,
n which they nate.
The condu s bxacted by France would require

Gn.aL Biitain to surrender’to the enemy the most,
rtant lmnn.nc rights and intecests of the unit-

Jrighnass eanmot cousent toblen

< vernments ;* that more recently * the state of his
« majesty’s government rendered it impossible to
+« make the intended appointment ;” and that lord
Wellesley was therefore “ concerned to find by
«clatter of the 14th of January, thatthe governmery
<of the United States should be induced to suppose,
‘cthat any indisposition could exist on the e cf
<<his y’s government, o place the British mis.

< sion in A\menca on the footing most acceptable to
uzmbmm States, as 500n as might be practics,

ble with the of Ay

o npon £he orders of sounel] mit
cussion of the general prineiples of blockade.
“This declaration does not preclude any amicable
discussion upon the subjectof any pacticular block-
ade, of which the circumstances may appear to the
gavernment of the United States to be exceptiona-
1,1 or to require explanation.
ave the honor to be, with great respect and
cﬂn:ldvmlmn, sir, your most faithful and_humble
servant, (Signed) ~ WELLESLEY.

ME. PINKNEY 70 LORD WELLESLEY.
London, February 13, 1811

My Lonn—I have had the honor to Teceive your

Ietier of the L1th instant, and will transmita copy

of itto my government. 1 can have no inducement

totrouble your lordship any farther upon thesubjects
to which it relates.

T have the honor, &e. &e.

+ (Signed) Wi PINKNEY.

LORD WELLESL MR, PINENE
lrumm ofice, Feb. u 181

The marquis Wellesley has the honer to inform
Nir. Pinkney that his voyal highness the prince
Tegent will receive the foreign ministers at hislevee|
at Carlton house on Tuesday next, the 19th inst. at|
two o’clock.

. PINKNEY TO LORD WELLESLEY.
Great Cumberland Place, 13tk Feb. 1811,
My rorp—Referringto my lelter of the 1ith of
Tasc month, T beg to be informed by your lordship
at what time his royal highness the prince regent,
will do me the honot to give me audience of leave.
Thave the honor to be, with great respect and
consideration, my lord, your lordship’s most obe-

dient humbie servant,
Signe W, PINENEY.

KNEY TO TUE SECRETARY OF STATE.

Londor, February 16, 1811
Sin—1 received at a very late hour last night two
notes from lord Wellsley (bearing dute <February
150, 16117), of which copies, murked No. 1, and
No. 2, are enclosed.—Taken mgum (as of course,
they must be), they anouncethe appointment of Mr.
Foiter as envoy extraordinary and minister pleni.
potentiary to the United States, and set forth the!
reasons Wwhy an appointment. has been 50 long de-

Jayed.

“You will perceive in the second and third pata-
grapls of the unofficial paper, o i vowa

MR T

“in this country.”

‘The two papers ave evidently caleulated to pre.
vent me from acting upon te request of an au.
dience of lmc and they certainly scem to put it iy
my pow they donot make it my duty, to for.

to act llpun it.

T have it under camulenhon(lonku\"tn theinstrug
tions contained in your letter of the 15th of Nove
ber) what course I ought to pusue. lt s atany
ratemy intention to return to Am n the Es.
x, as [ shall doubtless have Lhe lent’s per.
mission to do in consequence of my letler to you of
the 21th of November,

I have the honor to be, with gt respect, &

NKNEY.
Thesecretury of state nf the Umte# ,smm.

LORD WELLESLEY TO MR, PINKNEY.
Marked « Private.”) ,
Loreign office, Feb. 15,1811

Sir—In the various unofficial communications

which I have had the honor to 1 mke to you, re.
specting the appointment of t plenipoten-
tiary from the king to the bmu:d ‘S{anes, Ihaye en-
deavoured to explain to you in the most distinct -
manner, the circumstances which had delayed that
appointment ; and I have expressed my intentionto

ecommend that it should be carried into effect as
soon as the situation of his majesty’s government
might permit,

The delay was occasioned in the first instance
(as 1 stated to you repeatedly) by an carnest desire
of rendering the appointment Satisfactory to the
United States_and conducive to the effectual es-
tablishment of harmony between the two govern-
ments. Since that period of time the state of his
majesty’s government _rendered it impossivle to
make the intended appointment.

T was therefore concerned Lo find by your letter of
the 1ith of January, that the government of the
United_States should be induced to suppose that
any indisposition coul part of his ma-
ljesty’s government, to pl-\l‘:thc Brinch misionin
Amierica on the footing most acceptable tothe Uni-
ted States, as soon as might be practicable, con-
sistently with the convenience of affairs 1 this
country.

In pursuance of the intention so often declared
to you, his royal highness the prince regent has
been pleased, in the name and on bebalf of his ma-
[jesty, to appoint Mr. Foster, (lately charged with
his majesty’s affuirs in Sweden) to be his majesty’s
eavoy and miinister

5f the offensive views which the appointment of a
mere charge &’ affaires, and other circumstances,
appear ed onunmn» to indicate.

We old, in wriling, thatthe delayin
appmun« a minister plenipotentiary was occasion
el in the fivst instance, not by any such considera.
tions as have been supposed. but, by an camest
<t desire of rendering the appointment satisfac
< the United States, and conducive to ¢
< establishment of harmony between the two go-

{0 the United Siatés; and that appointment will be
noffed in che ette.
oF buntrus. exeecite your own judgment
under cheee reumstances, respecting the propiic-
ty of requiring an audicnce of leave, on the grounds
which you have stated,
1 have the honor to be, with great respect and
consideration, sir, your most obedient and humble

ag 9

servant,
(Slgu:d) WELLESLEY.
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ELLESLEY TO M. PINKNEY.
O N oveign-affce, Tebruary 13, 1811,
§in—Having submilt is royal highuess the
ate regent, _your desire to have an audience of|
B itk a viewto your return to America, I am
k":;\zndcrl by his foyal highness to inform you
b he will be prepared to eceive you av Carlion
e on Tuesday the 19th instant. I am also
avmmanded to inform you that his royal highness,
fofhe name and on beialf of bis majesty, hus heen
d to appoint Augustus J. Fosier, Esq. (lately
ith his majesty’s alfairs in Sweden) to
s majesty’s envoy extraordinary and minister,

:;g:iputemiar", to the United States.
1

have the honor o be, sir, w
adconsideration, your most faithful
s t{s;gm; WELLESLEY.

8, PINKNEY TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE.

great respect’
and humble

ndon, Feb. 18, 1511,
My Lorp—The result of my reflections on lord
Wellsley’s two communications of the L5th inst.

ill b found in my letter to him of yesterday’s date,
ofwhich [ now transmit & copy. A
[tappeared Lo me that the appointment of a mi-
sister plenipotentiary to the United States was no-
{hing or rather worse than nothing, if the orders
i council were to remain in force, the blockade of |
My 1806, to be unrepealed, the affaw of the Che-
fapake to continue atlarge, and the other urgent
questions between us to Temain unsettled.
" The#posture of our relations,” as you have ex-
pressed in your letter of 15th November, woi
nothe “satisfactorily changed” merely by such an
appointment; and of course my functions could not
be resumed upon the sole foundation of it.
Thave put it Lo lord Wellesley to say e
whether full and sati

261
splicitly,
is intend- |

208.

My molises will not, Tam sure, be misinterpret-
ed, if, anxious to be enabled so to regulate wy con-
duct in the execution of my instractions as the best
results may be accomplished, I take the liberty to
request such explanations on these heads as your
lordship may think fitto give me.

L ought toadd that, as the levee of his royal
highness the prince regent has beén postponed un-
til Tuesday the 26th inst. 1 have supposed that my
audience of leave is postponed to the same day, and
that I have on that ground undertaken to delay my
reply to your official communication until 1 reecive
an answer to this leter.

I have the honor Lo be, with great respect and
consideration, my lord, your lordship’s most obedi-
ent humble servant,

(Signed) Wor. PINKNEY.
The most uoblemarquis Wellesley, &e. §c. §

SE. PINKNEY TO MR, $X1TH.
London, 230, Frb. 1811,
Sta—T received Jast night lord Wellesleys an-
swer (of which a copy is inclosed) to my letter of
the 17th inst.  He has mavked it private, and speaks
of my letter to himas heing privare also. My letter,
however, was not so marked or intended ; and his
answer, however marked, is essentially an official
communication of great importance.
leiter amounts to an explicit declaration that
the ordersin conncil are to be persisted in ; and it
farnishes no evidence of a disposition to give us eny
thing but vague and general professions on any sub-
ject. Lidid not therefore hesitate to send him a re-
ply, decluing my intention to take leave on the 25th
in'pursuance of my request of the 13th, and declin-
ing to aitend the prince’s levee on Tuesday the
- y & copy s now transmitted.
ake the views of this government is now.

e, before [ answer his official letter concerning
myaudience of leave. Ifheis to doat
once whatwe require, or to jnstruct the new minis-
terto do at Washington what does not demand im-
‘mediste interference here, 1 shall think it my duty
taforbear to take my leave on the 26th inst. If he
deslines a frank teply, or refuses our demands, I
shall press for my audicnce and put 2n end to my|
mission.

I have the honor to be, &e.
e Wa. PINKNEY.
To the secretary of state of the U. States.

SR, PINKNEY TO LORD WELLFSLEY.
Great Cunberland Place, Feb. 17, 1811.

M Lorn—Before I reply to your official com-
muication of the 15th instant, you will perhaps

Wme, in acknowledging the receipt of the unof-
fial paper which accompuied it, to trouble you|
wilh a sy words,

From the appointment which you have done me|
the honor to announce to me, of a minister pleni-
potentiary to the United States, as well as from the
Imguage of your private letter, I conclude that it
isthe fntention of the British government to seck
immediately those adjustments with America, with-
oat which that appointment can produce no bene-

:y are such as [ always believed
them to be, and will, I hope, be resisted with spivit
and firmness.

In shaping my course on this occasion, T have
cndeavored to conform to the orders of the presi.
dent, signified to me in your letter of the 15th of
November. With those orders, as I understand
them, my own wishes certainly concurved: but T
trust [ have not suffered inclination to influence my
interpretation of them,

According to your letter, my functions were to
he considered as suspended on the receipt of it if the

. overnment had not ther appointed a minis-
ter plenipotentiary to the United States. Such an
appointment had not at that time been madc, and
consequently the suspension took place,

Tpon a careful consideration of your letter, it ap-
peared to me to look to a revival of my functions,
in the event of <2 satisfactory change in the pos.
ture of our relations” with this count Leould
not, indeed, find it in any precise provision to that
cffect; but there was apparenlly Toom for such a
construction, and | have already informed you that,
however anxious to close my mission and_retive
from the public service, I was disposed to act, for a
few weeks, upon that implication, in_ease such a
change occurred in our relations as I deemed a sa-
tisfactory oune.

ficl effect. [ presume that, for the restoration of|

Tt conld not be imagined that the appointment of

armony between the two countries, the orders in| Mr. Foster produced that change; and, supposing
comneil will be relinguished without delag, that|it to be left in some degree at least, to my discretion

theblockade of May 1806, will be annuiled, that|to determine in what it should consist, T had nor

the case of the Chesapeake will be arranged in the
manner heretofore intended, and, in general, that
dlsnch just and reasonzble ncts will be done as are

neeessary to make us friend.

difficulty in deciding that the immediate, repeal
of the orders in conncil and the blockade of May
'1806, a distinct pledge on the affair of the Che-
'sapenke, and 2 manifestation of a disposiivn to
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accommodate with us, on_principles of justice, o
all other concerns, were indispensable ingredients.
1t followed, that upon receiving lord Wellesley’s
leiter of yesterday’s date, [ had no choice but to
pruss for my audience of leave.

It may perhaps be thought that I ought not to
have refased to appear at Carlion house on the 26th
for the purpose of being presented, with the other
foreign ministers, to the regent. Ihave not myself,
any doubt at all npon that point. My appearance,
atthe levee for such a purpose would import that 1
consider my capicity, as the minister of the Unit
ed States, to be entire; and would, morcover,
encourage the delusion which now prevails con-
cerning thé views of the Brilish government to-
wards America.

I have the honor to be, with great respect and
consideration, sir, your most obedient humble ser-
vant, Wi PINKNEY.

LORD WELLESLEY TO MR. PINKNEY.
[Marked - private,”]
Apsley House, Feb. 23d. 1811,

Sta—1 havethe honor toacknowledge the reccipt,
of your private* letter, under date the 17th inst,

T take the liberty of referring you to my former
anofiicial letters and communica r an expla-
nation of the motives which have indnced this go-
vernme: pursuance of those amicable views,
which [ have uniformly declarcd, to appointa mi.
nister plenipotentiary to the U. States.

1 have already assured you, that the delay of that.

wis in the first

an anxious desire to make it in the manner whick
was likely to prove most acceptable to the United
Suates. "The appointment was recently delayed by
the state of his majesty’s government : and it has
ultimately taken place in pursuance of the princi.
ples, which | have repeatedly statedto you, and not
in consequence of any change of system.

ps,

n|26th instant, on which day I shall attend for that

purpose.

Thave the honor to be, with great respect and
consideration, sir, your most obedient and humble
servant,

[Signed] WELLESLEY.

MR. PINKNEY TO LORD WELLESLEY.

Great Cumberland Place, Feb. 23, 1811,

My rorp—I have had the honor to receive your
rivate letter of this day’s date.
It only remains for me to inform yourlordship,
that T have transmitted to the secretary of state of
the United States, a copy of your official commus
nication of the 15th instant, and of the unofficial
paper which accompanied it; and that T will avail
myself of the disposition of his royal highness the
prince regent, to give me an audience of leave on
‘Thursday next, the 28th of February, in pursuapce
of the request contained in my letter of the 13th
instant, which refeired to my letter of the 14th of
January.

1take the liberty to add, that until the time ap.
pointed for my audience, 1 will not trespass on his
i-t_)_val highness for the purpose of being presented to
him.

1 have the honor to be, with great respect and
consideration, my lord, your lordship’s most obe-

hu ervant,
[Signed]

Eatract of a letter from Mr. Pinkney to M. Snith,
secretary of state of the United States, dated Lon
don, March1, 1811,

«[ had my audience of leave at Carlton house
yesterday. In_the course of the short address
Wwhich the occasion required, Istated to the prince
regent the grounds upon which it had become my
duty to take my leave and to commit the business
of the legation to a charge d’affuirs ; and I con-

Wi PINKNEY.

tis, perhay

by expressing my regret, that my humble

of this g relinqaish ¢
cil, whenever that measure can be adopted, wichout|
involving the necessity of surrendering the most
important and valuable maritime rights and inte-
rests of the united kingdom.

No objection has ever been stated on the part o,

floits, in the exccution of the instructions of my
government, to setto rights the embarrassed and
disjointed relations of the two countries, had whally
failed, and that I saw no reason to expect that the
great work of their reconciliation was likely to be

this government, to an amicable discussion of the
principles of any blockade, which may be deemed
exceptionable by the U. States.
ave expressed to you, withoutreserve, a desire
to arcange the case of the Chesapeake on just and
equitable principles ; and [ trust that no apprehen
sion can be entertained of the general disposition of
this government to adopt every reasonable measure
which may be necessary to conciliate the friendship
ofthe United Stutes. Butit would be neither can-
did towards you nor just towards this government,
to countenance any interpretation of the motives of
thelate uppointment, which might favor a supposi
tion that it was intended by this government o re.
linquish any ofthe prnciples which I haveso often
endeavored to explain to you.
His royal highness’ levee will take place on Tues
day the 26th instant ; but I have received his com.
soands to signily to such of the foreign ministers a5
may desireto have private audience, that his royal
highness will reccive them on Thursday the 28th
instant. The foreign ministers, however, will all
be presented to his royal highness on Tucsday the

a mistak:

7. Pinkney's letter was

N. B. This
not marked private, xor intended (o be so.

rough an; gency.

"The prince’s reply was of course general; but I
ought to say that (exclusively of phrases of courte-
sy)it contained explicit declarations of the most
amicable views and feclings towards the United
States. Lord Wellesley was the only person pre-
sentat this audience.

While [ was in the onter room, waiting until the
prince regent was ready to receive me, lord Welles-
ley told me that they intended to send out Mr. Fos-
ter immediately.””

Extract of a lelter from Mr. Pinkney, to the secrela-
7y of state of the United States.
Cowss, May7,1811.
ibio than th

Mr. Russel’s communications to me of the Ist,11th,
13th and 30th of Decemberlast. They are neces-
sary to account for, not the general character or
substance of my late correspondence with lord
Wellesley, but that particular part of the last para-
graph of my letter to that nobleman of the 14th of
January, 1811, which is contained in the following
words : ¢ Theinformation which I have lately re-
ceived from the American legation at

£ Paris,
firms what [ have already stated, and L think proved

1 icate copies
transmitted in my letter of the 13th of March) of
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iyt Shoss Jeresr e xepse,
Ihave the honor to be, uiv&;?'meNEy_
Paris, 1st December, 1810,

Ly hanishog b gl e ot

ciliated the good opinion of the United States. If
the frigate Essex, which arrived onthe 4th instant,
at L'Orient in twenty eight days from Norfolk,
has brought the president’s proclamation in pursu.
ance of the law of the first of May, the British mi.
nistey will be placed in an awkward situation. They.
will have to persevere in their orders at the expense,
of their veracity and at the hazard of war with the
United States, or to withdraw them under very

trger—and as no safe private

quis , which will give to their

g presented itself I have delayed till now to ac-

No event within my knowledge has occurred,
diher belore or since the first of November, to vary
the construction given by us, to the very positive
1 precise assurances of the duke of Cadore, on
the th of August, relative to the revocation of the!
Berlin and Milan decrees. That these decrees have
aot been execated for an_entire month, on any
Yesel artiving during that time in any of the ports
1 France, may, when connected with the terms in
‘hich their revocation was announced, fortify the
prsunption that they have ceased to operate. 1
koow of no better evidence than this which the ne-
gitive character of the case admits, or how the
Sonexistence of an edict can be proved, except
y the promalgation of its repeal, and. its subse-
ent non-execution.

Our attention here is now turned towards Eng-
ludand the United States. The performance of|
aneof the condicions on which the revocation of|
thedecrees was-predicated, and which is essential
render it permanent, is ansiously expected, and
itis devoutly to be wished that England, by evine-
ing the sincerity of her former professions, may
savethe United States from the necessity of resort-
ing o the measure which exclusively depends on
thew,

Ineed not suggestto you the importance of trans-
nitting hither as early “as possible any information
of adecided character, which you may possess re-
Diive to this subject, as an impatience i already

bereyedhere, to learn that one or the affier of the
canditions has been performed.
Lam, sir, with great respect, your faithfal hum-
N,

Heservant, A. RUSSEL.
Bicscelency Filliam Pinkney.

MER. RUSSEL TO MR. PINKNEY.
Paris, 11th December, 1810.
Sir—Ihave had the pleasure to reccive your let-|
terof the 22nd ult. by Mr. Page, and 1 thank you
most sincerely for the paper whicl i

25

of being_rather the result
of necessity than the dictate of principle. That the
frigate has brought this prociamation thereis good
cause to suppose from the time when she left the
United States, being a few days subsequent to the
period when the Berlin and Milan decrees were to
cease to operate. K she has brought this proclama-
tion, it will without doubt, render absolute the re.
vocation of those decrees, whatever uncertainty
might have before attended it. There are probably
then but a few days left in which the repeal of the
British orders can appear to be the spontaneous act
of the ministry, and I sincercly hope that by pro-
perly improvingthis short period, they may do with
a good grace what cannot. be done, afterwards in 2
way either to save their pride or deserve our friend-
ship.
Agreeably to yourrequest, I shall change the file
of the Journal de L’Empire which I intended for
you for that of the Moniteur.
Tam, sir, very truly and respecfally, your obedi-
ent humble servant, JONA. RUSSEL.
His eacellency William Pinfney.

COPY OF A LETETR FROM MR. RUSSEL TO MR.
PINKNEY, DATED
Paris, December 27th, 1811.

Str—Thave received your letters of the 5th_and
6th of this month by Mr. Bowdoin and Mr. Wells.

"The vessel you mention (the Charles) having on
board alarge quantity of turpentine, which is consi-
dered hereas naval stores, will probably be condernn-
ed for carrying contraband of war to an enemy with-
out any réference to the Berlin and Milan decrees.

On the other hand the American vesssels which
have been permitted to land their outward cargoes
in the ports of France, and to takein retarn cargoes
to the United States, are, as far as I can learn, but
4o in number, and, in fact, arvived before the first
of November, and to them the decrees were not
applicable. The other vessels which have taken
away cargoes awvived iere in ballast, and were ré-
commended by special circumstances o the consi.
deration of this

Itisno where more necessary than av Paris, to
hearboth sides of a question in order to give anear.
guessatthe truth, The way in which the story is
toldon your side of the channel will enable me to
correct many errors which it contams as told here.

The obligations you confer on me this day I shall
endeavor to discharge in kind.

Lyrote you a few days since by the way of Dieppe,
and gave you the best statement. of affairs here that
thetrath“would warrant, in hopes that you might
derive some advantage from it. [ assare you I have
fdtdisappointed and grieved at the conduct of the

British ministry. If they distrusted the sincerity,

of their enemies with regard to the revocation of)
the decrees here, still it would have been good poli
& tohave appeatedto believe thew and to have nct-

accordingly. By pursuing a different course they
hatemissed’a golden opportunity of honorably re.
peling theic ofiending orders and in so doi Z to
have proved at once their own sincerity and con

Nothing can therefore be inferred either for or
against the revocation of the French edicts from
the facts referred to in your letter of theGth inst.

Since I last wrote however, 1have learnt the sei
zure and capture of two or three American vessels,
but the course which this government will pursue
in relation to them being markedout by the letters
of the minister of justiceto the presi he coun-
cil of prizes, and from the minister of financetothe
director general of the customs, which you will find
in the Moniteurs which I herewith send to you, it
is y to enterinto a parti ilofthe.
circumstances which attended these cases.

1 am willing to believe that what this government,
has done, although it may not be entirely satisfacto-

y to the United States, will at least be suiiic

tto
procure from the British government a vepeal of thy
orders in council, and the restoration of all

ean property taken under them since the
November.
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It is possible that the French cruizers may here”
after continue their depredations, but abuses of this
kind are very distinct from the operation of the
Berlin and Milan decrees, and cannot by the most
extravagant construction of the law of retortion,
afforda pretext for the continuance of the British
orders.

Tam, sir, &e. &e.
(Signed]

MR RUSS

JONA. RUSSEL.

ELTO MR. FINKNEY.

Pais, 30th December, 1810.
Sim—A_gentleman calied on me last evening
from the duke of Cadore, to inform me that the
American schooner the Grace Ann Green had been
released. This vessel arrived at Marseilles since the
first of November and was last from Gibraltar,
where she had remained some time.  As she came.
clearly within the Berlin and Milan decrees, her
release may be considered as conclusive evidence of|
their revocation.

Lam, s, with great respect, your very humble
servant, [Signed]  JONA. RUSSEL.
His cacellency Tilliam Pinkney.

Corvespondence of Joln Spear Smith, Feg. our p
sent charge des ffuires in Great Britain.
EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM JOHN 5. SXITH,
ATE, DATED
London, 25th May, 1811.
<1 had yesterday for the first time an_interview
with lord Wellesley I presented to him the letters
of introduction that Mr. Pinkney had given me,
and he reccived me in the mostpolite manner.”

re-

MR, SMITH CHARGE DES AVFAIRES ATLONDON, TO
THE MARQUIS WELLESLEY, DATED
May 27, 1811,

My rorp —1 have the honorto inform your lord-
ship (from oflicial information, this day received by
me from Paris) that all the American vessels which
have voluntari i in France, since the first
of November, have been admitted. This (if any
additional evidence of the repeal of the Berlin and
Milan decrees were wanting) will sufficiently esta-
blish the fact of their revocation, as most of the
vessels now admitted, would otherwise have been
subject to their operation.

certain paits of the non-intercourse law against this
country, yet it carefully gives to the president the
authority to repeal it < when Great Britain shall sy
revoke or modify her edicts as that they shall cessg
to violate the neutral commerce of ‘the Uniieg
States.” In this, as well asin the other provisions
of the act, his mpjesty’s government. cannot fil ty
observe the invarable disposition of the United
States, to preserve harmony with great Britain,
and to re-establish that happy intercourse betwess
the two nations, which it is so much the interestof
both to cultivate, and the president confidently ex.
pects that his majesty will not hesitate to abandon
a system, always urged to be merely retalintory,
now that its causes have ceased to'exist.

T have the honor to_inform your lordship that
the gentleman who will be the bearer of my dis.
patches to the United States in the John Adams,
will leave town on Friday evening, and that | shal]
be happy to forward by the same conveyance any
dispatches that your lordship may wish to send to
the United States. 1 have the honor to be, &e.

[Signed] J. S. SMITH.
The mostnoble the marquis Wellesley.

M. Smith, charge d’affaires at London, to thesecre-
tary of state of the United States.
oxDox, 6th June, 1811,
Str—T have the honor to enclose a report of the
trial of the Fox and others.
" The John Adams will leave Cowes this weck.
The messenger goes down to morrow evening.
Thave the honor to be, &c. &

c.
[Signed] J. S. SMITH.
Tlie honorabie the secretary of state, . §e.

Eatract of aletter from Mr.J. S. Smith,to thesecre-
s tary of stute, dated”
Loxpox, 16th June, 1811

¢ On the 9th instant, the day after Mr. Hamilton
left town with my dispatches, ivvecuved the enclos-
ed note from lord Wellesley, appointing Taesday,
the 11thygo sec me at his house. 1 immediately
wroteto in Dent to detain the frigate until he

card from me again : but he had gone to sex
before my letter reached Cowes,and [am now com-
pelled to send this by another opportunity.

have the honor to be, with the greatest respect,

your lovdship’s most obedient and humble servant,
Sigued J.S. SMITH.

The most noble the marquis Wellesley, . §ic. o

EXTRACT 0F A LETTER FROMODR. JONN S, $3ITH
£0 THE SECRETARY OF STATE, DATED
Loudon, 8th June, 1811
« Enclosed is the copy of a_letter which I ad
dressed to lord Wellesley on the 5th instant. 1 had
delayed making this communication, in the hope
that I should do it at the interview which he had
promised me, and which [ again requested on the
thid instant. I did not consider it necessary to
enter at length into a subject which has becn so
often and so ably discussed, and on which nothing
. Tshall, however, enter into
v explanations that may be necessary when [
agaiu see his lordship.”

SR JOKN SPEAR SHITH TO LORD WE
18, Bentickstrect, 5tk June, 1511.

My Lorp—T have the honor to communicate to

ourlordship the copy of an act passed during the

Tast session of Congress, which, though it rencwvs

«T waited on lord Wellesley according to his
i e h on by

observing, that whencver there was any thing of
jimportance to be communicated, it was better to do
it in writing, as when merely verbal, it was liable to
be misunderstood ; that he did not mean any thing
personally to me; that the same rule was observed
with othér foreign agents here, and was customary.
Lreplied, that I was ready to pursue this system
that in the note which I had written him, enclos-
ing the non-importation act, I had not gone into a
lengthy discussion, as that whatever 1 might say
would be only a recapitulation of what had so often.
been written. I however proceeded to explain the
new act, and to remark to him the particular ami-
cable nature of the second section of it; that I
conceived this to be a most favorable opportunity
for Great Britain to abandon her system of restricr
tions, and particularly at this moment, when I had
communicated practical instances of the repeal of
the obnoxious measures of France. IHe said that
he did not think they would do any thing before
they heard from Mr. Foster, who had full instrue-
tions upon this and the other points of dispute.
Itarned the conversation to the subject of your
letter of the 22d of Janvary, and asked him if Mr.

Pinkney had given any explanations about the tak-
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on of West Florida. He replied, that

@gRos el Eheard of it was through M. Mo
e g he hud reason to_expect something)
o e Pinkney ; that M. Foster however was
.'“';M,zd on this point. 1 asked if East Florida
e e in these instructions 2 He replied that
T then communicated to him the substance
B letter, and explained with frankness the
$ohtons of the United States. Tie expressed his
et this, as well as the other subjects, should
Jyoreruntl they heard from Amers :
{ohowed him the letter of the President to his
sy, containing . Pinkney’s permi
en. Hesaid that it would be proper that [

Hrould write hima note, inclosing this letter, and re. |+

g him to present it to the prince regent.
e sessls ‘Rtained here under the srders in
soungi have not. yet besn finally_condemned, and
Frepresented to lord Wellesley how important it

Hhat they should be released, or that they should
Yestillsuspended.  Hle said that he desived italso,
hitthat private rights being concerned, it was diffi
altfor government to interfere for their longer|
sspension. 1 am induced to believe that they will
wbunil they hear from Mr. Foster.

Eairact of a leiter from Join Spear Smith, Esq.to
the seeretary of state of the U. States, dated
0XDox, 27th June, 1811

«[have the homor Lo enclose a copy of the final
decision of sir William Scolt in the case of the Fox |
“and others.””

#The court on Tuesday last, the 25th inst. con
Jeaned the remaining American vessels captured
uader the orders in council.  As soon as I can
garea correct list of them, have the honor to
forwardit. The seamen who are left destitute by
these condemnations will be taken cave of by gene-
nlLyman.  They are of course numerous.”

Bitract of a leter from M. J. S. Smitk to the secre.,
tary of state, dated
LoxDox, July 10, 1811.

“Enclosed s alist of the American vessels that!
have been condemned at the late sittings of the,
court of admiralty. Two only of them have not
yetbeen decided upon.
fe fute of the others. Vessels and cargoes will be|
sod,aud the money deposited in the court to await|
(fortwelve months) the appeal of the captured, from
‘which, very licle is, I fear to be expected.”
*Brig Fox, captain Porter, from Boston, cargo

calonial, ‘&c. value of vessel §10,000, cargo|
. §29,500.
*Schr, Betsey, Lindsey, Marblehead, fish, oil, in

digo and cotton, vessel 3,500, cargo 21,500,
* “Mary, Vickery, do. fish, green, vessel 2,000

aargo 1,800.

Polly, Devereax, do. do. do. vessel 2,000
cargo 1,800.
Aun, Dolliber, do. do. do. vessel 2,000, car-

£01,800.
7 Woodbridg

mman, Bdston, fish, oil, &ec.

13,500, cargo 7,000,
#Ship Danube, Pearce, New-Vork, cotton, rice,
, indigo, &c. vessel 20,000, cargo 33.000.
*Brig Mailda, Lee, Boston, cottou, fish, teas, nan
exns, vessel 12,000, ca .

i, Phi otton, peltry, &c.

o
3 X Iphia, ¢
vessel 8,000, cargo 38,000,
#8hip Adolphus, Brevout, New. York

, tobaceo,

ey, & 9,000, cargo 43,000,
checca, ditto, sugar, cofice, &c. vessel|J
15,000, Cargo 30,000,

They will, however, share| ¢

*Schr. Two Sisters, Bridges, Marblehead, fish,
(green) vessel 2,000, cargo 1,500,
*Brig Garland, Iaff, New-York, cotton, indigo
zn_rl cod, vessel 8,000, cargo 30,000.
* Ship Betsey, Milwood, Norfolk, tobacco, vessel
8,000, cargo 20,000,
9 Brig 1da, Stacy, Boston, fish, &c. dry, vessel
13,000, cargo 7,000,
#  Beauty, Moriis, Philadelphia, cotton, coloni.
al, &c. vessel 17,000, cargo 20,000.
*Ship Chas. Wicket, Weakes, do. cotton, and
peltry, vessel 10,000, cargo 25,000,
Andrew, Coggins, Bayonne, brandy, wine,
silks, vessel 12,000, cargo 25,000.
ose in Bloom, Aliot, do. do. do. vessel 12,000
cargo 25,000.
+ _ Projector, Brown, New-York, cotton, ivory
&e. vessel 8,000, cargo 30,000.
$Schr. Lydia, Kelham, Bordeatix, brandy, wine,
silks, vessel 3,500, cargo 14,000.
1 Ship Eleanor, Kempton, Savannah, cotton, rice,
tobaceo, vessel 8,000, cargo 20,000,
1 Schr. Helen, Elkins, Marblehcad, fish and o},
3,500, cargo 4,000.
ig Telemachus, Berry, Bordeaux, brandy,
wine, silks, vessel 1,000, cargo 6,000.
1 Schr. Lark, Cloutman, Marblchead, fish, (green)
vessel 2,000, cargo 1,800. |
1 Ship Golden Flecee, Silkman, Charleston, cot-
ton, rice, wax, &c. vessel 25,000, cargo +5,000.
§  Lonisiana, Richards, New-York, cotton, &c.
2

§ Brig ooday, do.

15,000, cargo 50,000.
"Total amount of
do.  do.

0.
cotton, indigo, vessel

vessels
cargoes

£256,500
576,000

Copy of aletter from Joln Spear Smith, Esq. charge
d’affaives of the United States at London te the
secretary of state, dated

Loxvox, 22d July, 1811,
Str—I have the honor to enclose a copy of Mr.
Russel’s letter to me of the T4th inst. which con-
tains the agreeable intelligence of the relense of
three of the captared American vessels. 1 shall
ommunicate its substance to this government
without the formality of an official note, supposing
that Mr. Foster is fully instructed on the sabject
of the orders in council; and that any thing I might
under these circumstances offer would be attended
with no advantage. [ inclose a letter from Mr,
Raussel of the 5th instant.
I have the honor to be, &c.

[Signed] J. S, SMITH:
The honorable the secretary of state.

Extract of « letter from John S. Smith, esq. to the

seeretary of stafe of the d.
Loxnox, Angust 5, 1811
«Thave now the honor to transmit to you, lord

note covering Mr. Rus-
y, and also another note
from his lordship on the subject, which I reccived
Jast evening.” .

Norz—The papers that came in those letters
made part of the inclosures in Mr. Munroe's lnper
of the7th October, to Mr. Foster, and are print-
ed with it.

# Condemned June 18—+ dicto June 21 —fditto
aly 5.—§ Not yet decided, but must be like the
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Correspondence quana!Imn[Husxdl Esq.charge des
resin

wisuiins o o SHITH, SECRETARY OF STATE,
Paris, Junuary 16, 1511
Sin—Your ltter of the sth ovember, rela-
tive to the powers given hy this  government to its
consuls in the United States under its decree con-
cerning licences, were received by me on the ¥1th
instan, and the next day | communicated its con
tents to the duke of Cadore in & note, 3 copy of
wh:ch o mll fndenclosed, I
ONATHAN RUSSEL.

The Aomarale Robert Srmllt, §o-ge.

Mi. gussEs soTHE DUKE or cADORE.
, 12t Junuary, 1811.

S13—The public joarnals and letters from gene:

ral Armstrong have announced to the American go-

vernment an ymperial decree, by whic

You will perceive with satisfaction that not only
ese powers but the system itself under which the
were r,o hate been exercised have been abandoned,
e the honor, &e. &e.
Ilmmmbls Robert Snmﬁ, secretary of state.

THE DUKE OF CADORE T0 M&. RUSS
aris, 18th January, l&l 2
Stz—I have read with much nt!cnuon’yycur:ole
of the 12th January, relative to the licences intend.
to favor the commerce of the Amencm\s in
France, this system had been_conceived before the
revocation of the decrees of Berlin and Milun had
been resolved upon. Now circumstances are chang.
ed by the resolution taken by the United Siates, w
cause their independence o be respected
which has been done before this last epoch can ng
longer serv: 33 arule under acmal gircumstanca,

isto be granted to a stated number of American,
vessels to import into France from certain ports of|
the United States the articles therein specified, and
to export in return such productions of the French
empire, as arealso enumerated in suid decree. This
trade, it would appear, is to be carried on under the
authority of imperial licences, and can only be per-
fected by the act of the French consul residing
within the jurisdiction of the United States at the|
specified por

The United States have no pretension of right to
object to the operation of commercial regulations,
strictly municipal authorised by the French go
vernment totake effect within the limits of its own
dnnmwns but I am instructed to state to you the|

nadmissibility on the part of the United States, of|
uch & consamr superintendance as that which is
contemplated by this decree respecting a trade to
‘be carried on under licences.

France cannot claim for her consuls, either by
treaty or custom, such a superintendance, They
can be permitted Lo enjoy such legitimate functions
only as are sanctioned by public law, or by the usage|
of nations growing out of the courtesy of indepen-|
dent states.

Besides the decree in question professes to invest|
gertain éonsals with » power which cannot be regu-
in the United_States without the
uui’. permxsswn of the American government; a
permission that cannot be presumed, not only be-
cause it is contrary to usage, but because consuls
thus acting would be exercising fanctions in the
United States, in virtue of French authority only,
‘which the American government itself is not com
petent to authorise in any agents whatever.

1f the construction given by the government of|
the-United States to this decree be correct, the go
vernment of France should not for a moment mis-
lead itsell by a belief that its commercial agents will
be permitted to exercise the ummamuy power
thusintended to be given to them.

! pray your excellency, &e.

ned) 6% iR russeL.
Miseseaiione , the dul of Cudore.

1B RUSSEL TO MR. SMITH, SECRETARY OF STATE.

Paris, st Junuary, 1811

1r—On the 13th instant, [ received a note dated
thatd.w from the duke of Cadore in answer to the
representation which 1 had made to him on the 12th |c
of thismonth, relciveto the exceptionable powers
intended to be exer v the Freach consols in
the United States in permum tae contemplated
trade under licences,

AGNY, DUKE DE (/ADOR.},.
The /mﬂomblz Mr. Rustel.
3. RUSSEL 70 THE D DUKE o7 BAss
s, 20th 4 nl,, lsu

Encouraged by the assurances which
cellency was pleased to give in the conversation
which the honor to hold with you yesterday,
that the French government was disposed to pro-
mote, as far as it might be in its power, the success
of the mission ofthe special minister of the U, States
to the court of Denmark, 1 dare persuade myself
thatyour excellency will feel no hesitation in return.
ing such an answer to the following enquiries, 1s
shall place the facts to which they relate beyond the
possibility of doubt or controvers

1st. Did notthe minister of romgn relations by a
dispatch, dated the 20th of April, 1808, authorise
the consuls of France in the United States to deliver
certificates of origin to vessels destined for neutral
ov allied ports and prescribe the formaliies regired
for such certificates ?

2d. Was not the dispatch of the dukeof Cadore,
of the 30th of Augast last, the first that was receiv-

in the United States, cither by the French minis-
ter or consul general there, prohibiting the further
delivery by Frerch consuls of certifcates of origin
except to vessels destined to French ports

3d. Was not' this last mentioned dlspntch first
received by general Turrean on the 13th of Novem-
ber last, and for the first time communicated by him
pn that day to the French consuls.  And werenot
these consuls in the official and authorised practice
until the said 13th of November, of furnishing cer-
tificates of origin to American vessels bound to
neutral ports or to ports belonging to the allies of
France, and might not some of these consuls, by
reason of their distance from the place of residence
of general Turreau have lawfully executed and de-
livered such certificates several days subsequentto

that time,

These facts ate directly establisked by the letter
of general Turreauto Mr, Smith, of the 12th of

ovember last, or necessarily inferred from thede-
claration contained in that letter, and I cannot per-
mit myself to doubt that your excellency will readi-
Iy repeat them in a form that shull _claim the atten-
tion of the Danish governinent and induce it to cor-
rect any errors which an ignorance or misappre-
hension of them may have occ in its pro-

eedings against American propert;

T rely with the more confidence on the franknss

of your excellency in according the request uow

presented to you as a refusal might operate the con-
[See No. 12, fnrwntzmmt-an.]
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